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DATE: Friday, April 5th 

 

LE HÉRISSON 
THE HEDGEHOG 
Mona Achache 
2009 / 98 min. 

 Nimbly adapted from Muriel Barbery’s 2006 international best seller, The Elegance of the Hedgehog, 
Mona Achache’s first film follows two parallel storylines: one featuring a morbid little girl, the other a 
mysterious middle-aged widow janitor. Scrawny, bespectacled, and highly intelligent 11-year-old Paloma 
is disgusted by the futility of her bourgeois existence and plans to kill herself on her next birthday. Mme 
Michel prefers to keep secrets to herself, which will be revealed through deep bonds not only with the 
new resident Mr. Ozu but also Paloma.  

DATE: Saturday, April 6th 

 

LE GAMIN AU VÉLO 
THE KID WITH A BIKE 
Jean-Pierre & Luc Dardenne 
2011 / 87 min. 

 The sublime tale of love and redemption begins with an 11-year-old boy in frantic, desperate motion. 
Refusing to acknowledge that he’s been abandoned by his father, Cyril escapes the children’s home where 
he’s been living. As the authorities from the children’s home catch up with him, Cyril, refusing to return, 
tightly grips a total stranger, a woman named Samantha, who will prove to be the heartbroken boy’s 
savior.  

DATE: Sunday, April 7th 

 

35 RHUMS 
35 SHOTS OF RUM 
Claire Denis 
2008 / 100 min. 

 Films about families and their complications all too often pierce eardrums with shrieks of dysfunction. 
Amid the din, Claire Denis’s sublime 35 Shots of Rum stands out all the more for its soothing quiet, 
conveying the easy, frequently nonverbal intimacy between a widowed father and his university-student 
daughter. 

DATE: Monday, April 8th 

 

17 FILLES 
17 GIRLS 
Delphine & Muriel Coulin 
2011 / 90 min. 
 

 Inspired by the true story of high-school students in a Massachusetts fishing town who made a pact to get 
pregnant and raise their babies together, 17 Girls, is set in a French seaside village. It all starts with 
Camille’s announcement during gym class that she’s expecting a baby. The film intriguingly observes the 
teenagers’ often contradictory concepts of freedom, the future, parenthood, and autonomy. 

DATE: Tuesday, April 9th 

 

TOMBOY 
TOMBOY 
Céline Sciamma 
2011 / 82 min. 

 A sensitive portrait of childhood just before pubescence, Tomboy, astutely explores the freedom of being 
untethered to the rule-bound world of gender codes. Laure, a gangly, short-haired kid about to go into 
fourth grade has just moved to a suburban apartment complex with her family a few weeks before the 
school year starts. The clan’s relocation provides Laure an opportunity for re-invention, of sorting out 
what repels her. 

Support for the Tournées Festival is provided by  
Cultural Services of the French Embassy in the United States / Centre National de la Cinématographie et l’Image Animée 
CampusFrance / Florence Gould Foundation / highbrow entertainment. www.facecouncil.org 
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