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2012 9/11 Heroes Run- Bowling Green, Ky. 

This document provides information about our upcoming event and the organizations involved in bringing 
it together. Please feel free to verify information through the sites listed throughout or contact the local 
race director with further questions. We hope to involve the surrounding areas in Kentucky and 
Tennessee as well as our local Bowling Green community. Thank you for helping us spread the word.
The WKU Student Veterans Alliance is proud to host the first 9/11 Heroes Run 5k and 1 
mile Family Fun Run/Walk event in Bowling Green, Ky. On Saturday, September 8, 
2012 at Spero Kereiakes Park, 1220 Fairview Ave.  We would like to invite you all to join 
us as "we honor the fallen, by challenging the living".
Advance Registration is available online at 
<911heroesrun.com/runs/location/Kentucky/BowlingGreen
Donations can also be made through the website above. 
Local Race Event Details
Website: Facebook.com/911heroesrunBGKY
Registration will be available the day of the event and will open at 3:00 pm at the park. 
Runners and walkers are highly encouraged to register online. Shirts will be available 
for day of registration but quantities and sizes are not guaranteed. 
Prior to the race there will be a ceremony to honor our local military, police, firefighters, 
and EMS organizations as well as a moment of silence for the fallen. 
The 5k race will begin at 5:30 pm. The 1 mile Family Fun Run/walk will begin around 
6:00 pm following the first lap of the 5k. 
Following the race there will be an awards ceremony. Prizes will be awarded to top 
three male and female finishers in the following age categories: 13 & under, 14-18, 
19-29, 30-39, 40-55, 55 & older.
Proceeds from this event will be divided between the Travis Manion Foundation, and 
this year's local charity partner, The Pennyroyal Veterans Center in Hopkinsville, Ky. 
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A little about the Travis Manion Foundation
Website: travismanion.com
The Travis Manion Foundation is committed to honoring the fallen by challenging the 
living. Created after the combat death of 1st LT Travis Manion, USMC, the foundation 
strived to keep alive the spirit of service and love of country exemplified by all those who 
have given their lives to protect America. Its mission is to assist wounded and disabled 
veterans and the families of Fallen Heroes. 
History of the 9/11 Heroes Run
Website:  911heroesrun.com
The 9/11 Heroes Run was inspired by Travis Manion's visit to Rescue One in New York 
City before his final deployment. Inspired by the stories of the brave members of the 
unit, Travis returned home with a hat given to him by the firefighters at Rescue One 
which read "9/11 Never Forget" and he asked his father to wear it while he was gone. 
Four months after his visit with Rescue One, Travis was killed by a sniper after saving 
his Marines and his medic in Iraq. 
Five years ago the Manion Family- through the Travis Manion Foundation - hosted the 
first 9/11 Heroes Run in Doylestown, PA. Last year, on the 10th anniversary of 9/11, 
more than 50,00 people honored the fallen in a 5k for the 9k to Never Forget.  50% of 
the proceeds from each event goes to support local community organizations. 
The following numbers are available through TMF website:
<Run Event information> 911heroesrun.com/runs
2011 Races Recap:
More than 50,000 people honored the fallen in a 5K for the 9K to Never Forget
15,234 registered runners…
35,000+ came out to volunteer and cheer…
37 9/11 Heroes Runs held internationally, spanning six countries with one aboard the 
flight deck of the USS Hopper while deployed in the Persian Gulf…
30 Charities in 16 states received grants from race proceeds…
This year there are 47 race locations, Bowling Green's will be the only one in the 
Kentucky/Tennessee area. 
See the attached TMF press release from July 26, 2012 for more figures on estimated 
numbers for these events. 
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Information on the Pennyroyal Veterans Center
The Pennyroyal Veterans Center opened in February 2012 in Hopkinsville, Kentucky.  
 “From homelessness to self sufficiency, that’s my trademark or my philosophy,” said 
Howard Dixon, coordinator for the center. “We want to identify homeless veterans and 
provide them treatment whether that is substance abuse, mental health or job skills – all 
with the final goal of discharging them to their own living environment that they can pay 
for.” (quote provided from the following article in The Kentucky New Era <http://
www.kentuckynewera.com/web/news/
article_b28a8c3e-5c4a-11e1-996d-0019bb2963f4.html>)
The center provides many services to veterans in Hopkinsville and the surrounding area 
and is a non-profit organization. 
A little about the WKU Student Veterans Alliance
Website:   wku.edu/sva
Email:  student.veterans@wku.edu
Western Kentucky University's Student Veterans Alliance was founded June 2010 and is 
chapter of the national Student Veterans of America.
Current Officers:
President: Danielle Adams 
Vice President: Matt Litsey 
Secretary: Linda Baizel
9/11 Heroes Run Director: Susan Slaton
Started with 3 members / currently has over 20 members
Our mission is to provide military veterans with the resources, support, and advocacy 
needed to succeed in higher education and following graduation. We strive to create a 
positive atmosphere through academic support, professional, and social programs.
SVA provides direct assistance to veterans through peer to peer support with the Vet to 
Vet Sponsorship Program, networking opportunities at our annual campus and 
community Veterans Meet & Greet, academic support, information to veteran specific 
assistance, and host social events throughout the year.
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Brief Race Director Bio
Susan Slaton is a 28 year old, U.S. Army Reserve veteran who served in 
Operation Iraqi Freedom in 2006. Originally from Madisonville, Ky., she 
currently lives in Bowling Green attending Western Kentucky University as 
a senior business major. 
(questions from the TMF race director profile survey)

What inspired you to host a 9/11 Heroes Run in your hometown?
          

Though it has been over ten years, the events of 9/11 forever changed my life, 
and I know this is true for many others in our area. I wanted to be a part of 
bringing together my community to honor the fallen, so that we never forget the 
sacrifices that have been made for all of us to be here today. 

Why should people attend your location's 9/11 Heroes run?
          

This event not only brings together Bowling Green and the state of Kentucky, but 
cities across the country and around the world to support and honor those who 
make our safety and freedom a priority every day. It is a way to remember and 
thank those who have answered a call to serve others. 

Tell us one thing about yourself that makes you proud:
         

I am proud to be a part of a generation who has volunteered and answered the 
call to serve their country in many ways. Mine was through joining the Army, I am 
proud to be a veteran of Operation Iraqi Freedom, and of all of my brothers and 
sisters from all branches. I believe we can all relate to Travis Manion's 
answer..."if not me, then who?"

Volunteers and Sponsors for this event are still needed. Vendor space is still available 
as well.  Please visit our Facebook page or email Susan at 
BowlingGreen@911heroesrun.com for ways to volunteer or get your organization 
involved. 
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July 26, 2012
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT :Tom Sileo                                                                                                        
(215) 348-9080
tom.sileo@travismanion.com 
Travis Manion Foundation to Host 9/11 Heroes Runs in 47 U.S., International Locations 
More Than 75,000 Americans Come Together to Honor the Fallen, Support Local 
Charities  An estimated 25,000 runners, 50,000 spectators, and 2,000 volunteers 
around the globe will unite on the weekend of September 8 for the annual 9/11 Heroes 
Run, which the Travis Manion Foundation created to honor heroes of the September 11 
terrorist attacks and the brave men and women who have stepped forward to defend 
our country in the eleven years since. From Afghanistan to U.S. cities like New York and 
Aurora, Colo., thousands of Americans touched by the heroism of American troops, 
police officers, firefighters, first responders, and ordinary citizens will unite to run 5K 
races to honor the fallen.  An unprecedented 47 races are planned for 2012, with 50 
percent of net proceeds benefiting the Travis Manion Foundation, which helps families 
of the fallen, veterans, and active duty troops.  The remaining 50 percent will be 
redistributed into each race location’s community through donations to a local first 
responder or veterans’ charities. The 9/11 Heroes Run was inspired by Marine 1st Lt. 
Travis Manion’s visit to Rescue Team One in New York City shortly before his second 
and final combat deployment.  Travis, who was posthumously awarded the Silver Star 
and Bronze Star with Valor for the courage he displayed under fire, was killed by an 
enemy sniper in Fallujah, Iraq, on April 29, 2007. Shortly after her only son’s death, 
Travis’ mother, Janet Manion, founded the Travis Manion Foundation with a mission of 
honoring the fallen by challenging the living.  The 9/11 Heroes Run is one of the 
Foundation’s pillar programs, which also include Honor the Fallen initiatives and the 
Character Does Matter leadership program. Shortly after Janet Manion was diagnosed 
with cancer, she delivered a stirring speech to participants at the 2011 9/11 Heroes Run 
in Doylestown, Pa., where the Manion family lives.  She said the annual 5K runs offer a 
way for all Americans to show their appreciation for the victims of the 9/11 attacks, the 
first responders who risk their lives to save others, and the U.S. troops who volunteer to 
serve their country during a time of war. Janet Manion died on April 24, 2012, but her 
legacy, along with her son’s, lives on.  From war zones to towns and cities near you, 
thousands of Americans will come together on the weekend of September 8 to run, 
volunteer, donate, cheer, and most importantly…honor. For registration and information 
about the 9/11 Heroes Run, please visit 911heroesrun.com
http://travismanion.com/media_center/files/TMF%20911%20Heroes
%20Run%20Press%20Release.pdf


