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Volunteer Appreciation Dinner



Ann-Blair Thornton
Miss Ann Blair Thornton is a senior at WKU pursuing a degree in Economics 
and English.  She plans on pursuing a law degree upon graduation.  She is a 
senator  and Public Relations Chair in the Student Government Association, 
Chi Omega Recruitment Chair, WKU Organizational Aid Board Committee 
Chair, Economics Club Vice President and Alzheimer’s Walk Team Captain.  Her 
platform has been that of advocate for Alzheimer’s Awareness and Research as 
inspired by her grandfather, Lucian Thornton.  She will vie for the crown of Miss 
America on January 14th in Las Vegas, NV.  
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Welcome ..............................................................Ann-Blair Thornton
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 2011 Miss Kentucky

Invocation ...........................................................Kendrick Bryan
 Administrative Vice President
 Student Government Association

Dinner

Special Entertainment ...................................Members of the WKU Band

Recognition of Volunteers .........................Kathryn Costello
 Vice President
 Development & Alumni Relations

 Gary A. Ransdell
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Presentation of Awards ............................Ann-Blair Thornton
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Young Alumnus of the Year

Alumna of the Year
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Distinguished Service Medal Recipients

Closing ................................................................Donald Smith
 Executive Director
 Alumni Association
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Alumni Chapters

Barren County Alumni Chapter ............................................12th Year

Central Kentucky Alumni Chapter ........................................8th Year

Greater Louisville Alumni Chapter .......................................14th Year

Heartland Alumni Chapter .....................................................8th Year

Music City Alumni Chapter ...................................................4th Year

Warren County Alumni Chapter ...........................................14th Year

 To become a Spirit of Distinction
 Alumni Chapter, a Chapter must:

• Have a leadership structure to include:
 President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer.

• Have at least six planning team members.

• Have at least four events in their area including; community
 service, continuing education, recruitment and scholarship
 fundraiser.

• Have at least four planning team meetings.

• Have a 5% increase from the previous year or minimum 20%
 of chapter population in alumni membership.

Spirit of Distinction Alumni Chapters



Brent Ditto
Brent Ditto grew up in Elizabethtown, Kentucky.   A 1998 graduate of Central 
Hardin High School, Brent played four years of football and baseball and one 
year of basketball.   He is a former recipient of the Sonny Chaput Award in 
Elizabethtown.
 
Brent earned his Bachelor of Science degree in Business Economics from WKU 
in 2002.  At WKU, Brent was a member of Phi Delta Theta Fraternity, President 
of the Economics Club, and a two year member of Spirit Masters, serving as 
Vice Chairman in 2002.  Brent also was the recipient of 2002 WKU Intramurals 
Executive of the Year award. 
 
In 2007, Brent received his MBA at the University of Louisville. 
 
Brent’s first career position was as an Annuity Specialist for Aegon Financial 
Partners in Louisville, KY.   From there, he started in the training program for 
Financial Advisors with Morgan Stanley in Louisville, KY.  After a transition in 
the branch at Morgan Stanley, Brent joined the training program with Hilliard 
Lyons, training new Financial Advisors.  Hilliard Lyons soon approached Brent 
with an opportunity to move back to Elizabethtown as a Financial Advisor in a 
partnership with Dennis Young, (WKU ’81).
 
In the summer of 2008, Brent successfully completed the Certified Financial 
Planner (CFP) exam and designation.
 
Brent is married to Kristina Zoglmann Ditto, WKU Accounting 2002.  They have 
two daughters Kate (WKU 2031) and Avery (WKU 2033).

Young Alumnus of the Year



Linda Miller
Linda Miller is a life-long Louisville resident who found her second home at 
WKU.  Miller graduated from WKU with a BA in English and Psychology and a 
minor in secondary education.  After leaving the Hill, she began a career with the 
Jefferson County Public School System spanning three decades.

During her tenure, Miller was a teacher, counselor, middle school principal and 
the Director of School Programs and Services. She was recognized many times 
for her work by her colleagues and peers, being named the Kentucky Educator 
of the Year, Jefferson County Principal of the Year and the National Counseling 
Supervisor of the Year.

As an active member of the WKU alumni family, Linda has served as president 
of the Greater Louisville Chapter and as a member of the National Alumni 
Association Board of Directors.  She remains very active with the Louisville 
chapter and manages to get to the Hill quite often as a season basketball and 
football ticket holder.

Linda has been married for 42 years to Fred Miller. They met on the Hill and have 
been loyal Toppers ever since.  Their daughter, Kristen, is also a fanatical WKU 
graduate and is President-Elect of the National Alumni Board of Directors.

Alumna of the Year



Dr. Charles M. Anderson
School of Journalism & Broadcasting
A former WKU professor and administrator, Dr. Anderson has a long history of service to 
the School of Journalism & Broadcasting both in an advisory capacity and as a benefactor 
to students. He has generously given his time and expertise while recently serving on the 
search committee to fill the School’s director position. Through his charitable gifts students 
have benefited from the establishment of the Anderson Scholarship in Communication 
& Technology and the Anderson Public Broadcasting Fellowship. Dr. Anderson led the 
establishment of WKU’s public television station, WKYU-TV, the four-station public ra-
dio network, and the student radio station (WWHR), as well as the interactive television 
system and the campus cable system.In 2008, Dr. Anderson was one of the co-chairs for 
the faculty/staff component of WKU’s New Century of Spirit Campaign, a $200 million 
campaign designed to support WKU’s vision to be a leading American university with 
international reach. Currently, Dr. Anderson is active as a broadcasting entrepreneur and 
consultant.  He and his wife Faye live in Bowling Green.

Rodney Berry
WKU-Owensboro Advisory Council
Rodney serves on the Executive Committee of the WKU Owensboro Advisory Council. He 
has been instrumental this year in revising the Constitution and Bylaws for the Council. 
Rodney is an active member of the Owensboro Community and has been a great asset to 
WKU-Owensboro. He has been a recipient of the Golden Apple Award, Genesis Award, 
Outstanding Young Man of Owensboro Award and the Mayor’s Award for Excellence, to 
name a few. Rodney is a WKU graduate and a member of the Lambda Chi Alpha Fraternity. 
He is married to Joanne. They have two boys, Joseph and Adam.

Curtis Boswell
WKU-Glasgow Campus
For years, from late October to early December, Curtis has volunteered with the Glasgow 
Campus Associated Student Body to produce award winning floats for the Glasgow 
Christmas Parade. Any conceivable shape or animated character students would dream 
up, he would produce. His famous words every year to the students are, “you have to 
have a gimmick to win” and “more lights”! He isn’t above disassembling his wife’s holiday 
decorations if he needs parts for the float either! When he purchased a pick-up a couple 
of years ago, color was an important factor. Of course, a big red truck now proudly pulls 
the float. The campus has had to borrow the trailer each year from local farmers and this 
year Curtis decided to buy one and restore it himself. In recent years, the float has visited 
additional towns as well. Curtis lives in Metcalfe County with his wife, Lisa. They have six 
children, the youngest, Alexandria, is a recent WKU graduate.

2011 Volunteers of the Year



Bowling Green Evening Lions Club
WKU Public Radio
The Bowling Green Evening Lions Club was formed on March 20,1965 and since that time 
the group has exemplified the motto of the Lions… “We Serve.”  The primary mission of 
the approximately 40 members is to help those of all ages with sight problems, but this club 
also has the vision to make our community better. For more than 10 years, the Bowling 
Green Evening Lions Club has volunteered at WKU Public Radio. Club members work 
the twice-a-year fund drives, answering phones and taking pledges. Almost half of all the 
volunteer shifts needed for the WKU Public Radio fund drives are filled in the spring and 
the fall by members of the Bowling Green Evening Lions Club. And club members take 
their service one step further by also becoming supporting members of WKU Public Radio.

Craig Browning
Hilltopper Athletic Foundation
Craig has been a long term volunteer in many capacities for Western Kentucky University. 
In addition to serving several years on the Advisory Council for WKU’s Kentucky Museum, 
he has been instrumental with continued support of the annual “U.S. Bank Celebration of 
the Arts” sponsorship which benefits the museum as well as WKU arts and academics. He 
currently serves as President of the Hilltopper Athletic Foundation Board of Directors, 
and is a Trustee and Executive Committee member of the WKU Foundation Board of 
Trustees. Craig has been instrumental in forging the long-term relationship U.S. Bank has 
as a Cornerstone Partner with WKU Athletics. A WKU Alumni, Craig is a very active 
community leader. He is a current volunteer in many capacities for the United Way of 
Southern Kentucky, a former Board Chairman, and Festival Coordinator for United Way’s 
“U.S. Bank Balloons, Tunes & BBQ Festival”. Craig is Regional President for U.S. Bank, the 
fifth largest financial services company in the U.S. He manages the South Central Kentucky 
region for U.S. Bank which encompasses several south central and western Kentucky 
communities, and includes 35 full service offices in the markets of Bowling Green, Glasgow, 
Hopkinsville, Madisonville, and Owensboro. Craig resides in Smiths Grove with his wife, 
Deborah, and daughter, Summer – a freshman at WKU!

Drew Byers
Young Alumni Council
Drew Byers served as President of the Young Alumni Council during the 2010 year. During 
his service the Council evolved into an entity with a more visible presence within the 
National Alumni Board and solidified their guidance of the Student Alumni Association. 
Drew and his family are constant volunteers for the University and are always looking for 
ways to assist their alma mater. Drew and his wife, Jessica, live in Bowling Green and have 
two children, Julia and Maggie.

The Daily News
WKYU-PBS
In general terms, volunteering is the practice of people working on behalf of others for a 
particular cause without payment for their time and services. Volunteering is generally 
considered an activity intended to promote good or improve human quality of life. No 
statements better define The Daily News and their support of WKYU-PBS.   Since 2002, 
The Daily News has worked with WKYU-PBS and our limited resources to promote a 
wide variety of programs including basketball and football games, membership specials 
and many more local program offerings. Additionally, The Daily News has partnered with 
WKYU-PBS and others and provided thousands of dollars in free advertising to promote 
various community events including the annual Arbor Day pine tree giveaway, the annual 
free Living Will event, a semi-annual canned food drive, free community flu shot clinic 
and many more activities and events that benefit our community. 



Dr. Dero Downing
College of Education and Behavioral Sciences Advisory Board
Until his final days on the Hill, Dr. Downing worked tirelessly as an advocate for higher 
education and helped countless students in myriad ways at WKU. One of his last duties at 
the College Heights Foundation was to receive a gift of Joe Downing artwork from a private 
collector and see to it that it had a home in the Dean’s office in the newly dedicated Gary A. 
Ransdell Hall. Dr. Downing’s legacy to WKU, and to higher education, is the personal way 
in which he connected with students, alumni, donors and friends to better the university. 
Each relationship was special and all who knew him, valued the special and unique bond 
they shared with him. The College of Education and Behavioral Sciences Advisory Board 
is pleased to recognize Dr. Downing for his efforts on behalf of the college and the entire 
university.

Don Greulich
“A New Century of Spirit” Campaign Cabinet
Don is an extremely active member of our WKU community. He is a current member of 
“A New Century of Spirit” Campaign Cabinet and the WKU Board of Advisors. He has 
also served on the WKU Foundation Board of Trustees and the Engineering Executive 
Advisory Board. Don is constantly promoting WKU and at times has facilitated tours of 
WKU for his peers and solicited gifts for WKU. Personally, Don and his wife, Jennifer, 
have supported the Department of Engineering, the Clinical Education Complex, and the 
Augenstein Alumni Center. He graduated from WKU in 1972. Don and Jennifer reside in 
Louisville, as does their son, JR.

Jerry Hatcher
Leadership Studies
Jerry is a retired Human Resource Service Provider. He has his BA from West Virginia State 
University (1965) and a MA in Leadership Dynamics from Western Kentucky University 
(2010}. He is Certified by the Human Resource Personal Accreditation Institute as a Senior 
Professional in Human Resources (SPHR) with life tenure. Jerry and his wife Judy reside 
in Bowling Green, KY where they attend and are active in Richpond Baptist Church. They 
have two children: daughter Karen (now deceased) and Kristina who is married and a 
Medical Doctor practicing in Elizabethtown, KY. Jerry served as a Captain in the US Army 
and was inducted into the ROTC Hall of Fame at WV State University (Oct 1997). He 
has been recognized by The Kentucky Heritage Foundation for “Outstanding Leadership 
in the Advancement of our Christian Heritage (1981)” and a Kentucky Colonel. He is a 
past Advisory Board Member of the Kentucky Museum and of the Kentucky Advanced 
Technology Center. He was Board Member of the Associated Industries of Kentucky 
(AIK). Jerry has provided consistent service to the students in Leadership Studies through 
his free application and explanation of the DISC as a tool for self-analysis of skills and 
abilities. This instrument provides students and faculty with information that enhances 
self-understanding and their abilities to work more effectively with others. 

Kate Hinkle
Center for Gifted Studies Advisory Board
Kate Hinkle is the 2011 Summit Award honoree for The Center for Gifted Studies. She is a 
member of the Advisory Board for The Center, and she volunteers in numerous ways. Kate 
is married to Sam Hinkle who is a lawyer at Stoll, Keenon, and Ogden in Louisville. Kate 
and Sam have 4 children: Duncan, Casey, John, and Rebecca, all of whom were associated 
with The Center for Gifted Studies programs. The Hinkles live on and manage their farm in 
Shelby County, Ky. In addition to The Center for Gifted Studies Advisory Board, community 
involvements include the Shelby Development Corp. Design Committee and CASA (Court 
Appointed Special Advocates) of Shelby and Spencer Counties Advisory Board.



LySandra Martin
Society of African-American Alumni Executive Committee
LySandra has been instrumental in the success of Society and the many programs the 
organization has instituted in recent years. Whether she is recruiting students or planning 
and implementing the details for Society events, she is always displaying her passion for 
WKU Society. She is active in WKU and the Bowling Green community in a number of 
capacities. If you’re lucky enough, you might even be greeted by her at Hilltopper sporting 
events. LySandra resides in Bowling Green.

Pat Porter Miller
WKU Libraries
Pat Porter Miller is a Bowling Green native who graduated from Bowling Green High 
School and received her bachelor degree and Masters degrees from WKU. An educator 
at heart, she has taught in Ballard County, Paducah, Danville, and at Bruce Hall Day 
Treatment Center. Pat is married to Berny Miller and has three sons, one on WKU’s police 
force, and three grandchildren, one currently attending WKU. Pat comes from a family of 
big WKU supporters with 26 of her immediate and extended family members who have 
attended or are at WKU. Pat is currently on the WKU Libraries Advisory Council and 
is actively involved in many literary outreach activities, including the Macy’s Used Book 
Sale and the Southern Kentucky Book Fest held in the spring. We greatly appreciate her 
enthusiasm and volunteer work that have helped make our Book Fest one of the best in 
the country. 

Connie and George Morgan
Parents’ Advisory Council
Connie and George are in their second year as volunteers for the Parents’ Advisory Council. 
They are willing to serve in any capacity. In their professional lives they are also advocates 
for the University. Connie and George have volunteered for Parent and Family Weekend, 
Owensboro Open House and Master Plan, to name a few. Their son, George, has become 
very involved at WKU and they are supporting his efforts through their involvement in the 
Parents’ Advisory Council.

Ekaterina Myakshina
Kentucky Library & Museum
Ekaterina Myakshina grew up in Perm, Russia. In 2000, she and her family moved to the 
United States. Each day, Ekaterina works with a diversity of the materials in WKU Special 
Collections and enjoys knowing that through her efforts, she is helping to make these rare 
materials accessible to the global community. Since, 2009, Ekaterina has logged almost 
400 hours of volunteer service to the library. By her selfless hard work, she has enabled 
us to make available access to many more of our unique materials. Her husband, Mikhail 
Kherrer is an assistant professor of Mathematics at WKU and they have two children. 
Leeza Kherrer is a high school student at Bowling Green High and Philip Kherrer is a 
second grade student at Natcher Elementary. 



Tom Pennington
College of Health and Human Services Stakeholders Advisory Board
Mr. Tom A. Pennington, a licensed Physical Therapist, recently founded a new company, 
Physicians Rehab Solutions located in Bowling Green, KY. He previously served as Chief 
Executive Officer of Integrity Rehab Group, a physical therapy practice (and another 
company he co-founded). He attended WKU in 1979-81, majoring in Pre-Physical 
Therapy and then earned his B.S. in Physical Therapy from UK in 1983. While at WKU, 
Tom played on the WKU Men’s Tennis team. His wife, Portia Beck Pennington, earned 
her M.A. in 1994 in Writing from WKU. Tom also serves on WKU’s Management 
Advisory Council and as Chair of the CHHS Doctorate of Physical Therapy Committee. 
He was a tireless volunteer advocate in Frankfort to help secure passage of the bill by the 
Kentucky Legislature that awarded WKU its Doctorate in Physical Therapy in Spring 
2011. Other local groups for which he has volunteered and served in leadership positions 
include: Big Brothers-Big Sisters, New Beginning Therapeutic Riding, YMCA of South 
Central Kentucky, Junior Achievement and Southern Kentucky Tennis Association. He is 
also a 1991 graduate of Leadership Bowling Green. The Penningtons have five children: 
Hannah (WKU ’10), Hallie, Mary, Beck and Cassie.

Juanita Porter
WKU Nursing Advisory Board
Juanita Bland-Porter started her nursing career with her associates degree in 1970, received 
her bachelors in nursing from WKU in 1983 and her Masters in Administration in 1990. 
She worked for Twin Lakes Medical Center in Grayson County, while holding numerous 
positions, she was the Director of Nursing for 16 years, retiring three years ago after 38 
years of service. Once retired, Juanita compiled her favorite recipes into a cookbook 
titled, “Recipes from Porter Hill”. The proceeds from her book sales go to fund a nursing 
scholarship. Juanita wants to give back to the school that gave so much to her.

John Ridley
President’s Board of Advisors
John is the Managing Director and Investment Officer for Wells Fargo Advisors in 
Bowling Green. John has served faithfully on the President’s Board of Advisors since 
Dr. Ransdell created the board in his first year as president. He is also a member of 
the Campaign Cabinet for the New Century of Spirit Campaign. John has served WKU 
and the Warren County community in many other areas. Among his many and varied 
activities at WKU, he has been Chairman of the WKU President’s Circle, a member of 
the WKU Alumni Association Board of Directors, and the WKU Libraries Advisory 
Council. John and his wife, Carolyn, recently designated $50,000 to the SKY Teach 
initiative to fund scholarships for future mathematics and science teachers. By doing so, 
WKU met the goal put forth in order for all committed funds to be matched and will 
now receive an additional $1 million from the National Math and Science Initiative. John 
is a 1974 graduate of WKU, earning a B.S. in Biology and a minor in Biophysics. As a 
student at WKU, he participated in the Sigma Alpha Epsilon Fraternity. John has three 
sons, Ben, Dyer, and Lucas. 



Col. Mickey Riggs
Alumni W-Club
Col. Mickey Riggs has been a valuable and active member of the Alumni W-Club for more 
than 20 years.  A native of Norfolk, Va., Col. Riggs was a star high school athlete and went 
to Duke on a football scholarship.  After a year there (when he played in the Blue Devils’ 
1955 Orange Bowl victory over Nebraska), he and his wife Margaret moved to Bowling 
Green where he earned letters in football in 1956 and ‘57, respectively.    Following 
graduation in 1958, he began a career in the military.  He returned to The Hill in the early 
1970s and served as the Professor of Military Science for six years.   During his tenure 
with ROTC on The Hill, the program grew from 60 students to 400 and became the 
Army’s pilot program for bringing women into campus ROTC programs.  Riggs retired 
from the Army in 1988 with three decades of service.  He again returned to WKU, where 
he taught psychology before moving on to Rivendell Behavioral Health Services where 
he spent 10 years.  He became active in the W-Club upon his return to Bowling Green 
in ‘88 and was instumental in the development of a modern board of directors system 
of operation for the orgranization and in the establishment of the WKU Athletic Hall
of Fame.

Tonii Rizzo
Alumni Association National Board of Directors
Tonii is a constant advocate for WKU. Under his leadership as President of the WKU 
Alumni Association, the number of Association members has reached an all time high 
and the Lifetime Membership Endowment has grown significantly. New programs and 
services were also implemented while he was president and a record number of volunteers 
contributed their time to WKU. The Alumni Association broke ground on the Augenstein 
Alumni Center and Tonii provided invaluable construction expertise during the design of 
this beautiful facility that will truly create a home for all alumni and friends. Tonii and his 
wife, Martha, reside in Louisville, KY.

Jeanne Robinson
The Center for Gerontology
When she was 57, Mrs. Jeanne Robertson began her work towards an associate’s degree 
at WKU. She graduated three years later in 1993 with a degree in General Studies with an 
emphasis on aging. Since then Mrs. Robertson has worked as an advocate for education 
in aging, older adults and their caregivers. Her association with the first adult day care 
on WKU won state and national accolades for its work with over 1000 students. Mrs. 
Robertson’s commitment to, and compassion for, older adults has been honored in many 
ways, including service on the National White House Conference on Aging, receiving 
The Kentucky Adult Day Health Care Center of the Year Award, The Kentucky Colonel 
Commission, The Jefferson Award (Representing KY), The KY Outstanding Care Giver, 
membership of the Boards of Directors of the Kentucky Association of Gerontology and 
the Alzheimer’s Association.



________________________________
________________________________
________________________________

The Distinguished Service Medals go to...

Sam and Tina Rzepka
College Heights Foundation Board
Sam Rzepka is retired from Nyloncraft, Inc. Tina Rzepka is currently employed at 
Cumberland Trace Elementary School. Sam and Tina have two sons – Matt and Justin. 
Matt attended WKU. Justin attended the University of Kentucky. In 2002, Matt died 
tragically in an accident at the University of Kentucky. In 2004, Sam and Tina established 
two scholarship funds in his memory within the College Heights Foundation at WKU. 
First, the Matt Rzepka Memorial Scholarship Fund provides scholarship assistance for 
Greenwood High School four-year football players who are pursuing their post-secondary 
degree. In addition, the Cumberland Trace Incentive – Matt Rzepka Memorial Scholarship 
Fund provides scholarship assistance to students from Cumberland Trace Elementary 
School who graduate from high school and then pursue their post-secondary degree. This 
action by Sam and Tina represents a meaningful tribute to Matt and demonstrates their 
devotion to him. Sam and Tina, along with David and Chrissy White, coordinate the annual 
Matt Rzepka Memorial Golf Classic to raise funds that go directly to the Cumberland Trace 
Incentive – Matt Rzepka Memorial Scholarship Fund. They work tirelessly to provide 
assistance to students who wish to pursue a degree beyond high school.

Randy Schumaker
WKU Foundation Board
Randy is President of Logan Aluminum, Inc., and is in his sixth year as a trustee of the 
WKU Foundation and fourth year as a member of the Executive Committee. He also serves 
on the Foundation’s Investment Committee. Logan Aluminum, under the direction of 
Randy, recently committed $300,000 to create the Logan Aluminum Industrial Partnership 
Program and an endowment to fund the Logan Aluminum Student Fellowships and to 
support the program. The partnership is helping WKU Engineering students and faculty 
work together on significant partnerships with area industrial partners. Randy is involved 
in several community and statewide organizations, including the Kentucky Chamber of 
Commerce. He is a 1979 graduate of the Ohio State University, where he earned his B.S. 
in Chemical Engineering. Randy and his wife Deidre have three children: two daughters, 
Kelly and Erin, and a son, Colin. 

Dr. Lowell Shank
Ogden Foundation
Recognized as a premier educator and volunteer within the chemistry community, Lowell 
Shank has given back in remarkable ways.  He is known and loved by science teachers all 
around the state through his role as State Chairman for the Science Olympiad, which has 
been hosted at WKU for the last nine years and helped bring the most talented science 
students in the state to WKU’s campus.  Over the past 30 years, he has touched the lives 
of over 100,000 students and teachers with just his Chemistry Magic Shows alone.  Even 
after retirement in 2003, Lowell has continued to be awarded grants, to recruit and advise 
students, and to serve as an unofficial ambassador for science at WKU.
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