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Department of Agriculture 
Dr. Jack Rudolph, Department Head 

 
 

The Elmer Gray Outstanding Graduate Student Award 
 

Denise Anderson 
Denise is a nontraditional second-year graduate student who plans to complete her master’s 
degree this summer. At that time she will hold the somewhat dubious distinction of being the 
oldest woman (and in a tie with the oldest man) ever to graduate from WKU with a Master of 
Science in Agriculture. Her primary interest is in equine nutrition, and for her thesis research she 
is investigating toxic trace elements in horse tissues and horse-keeping environments in south 
central Kentucky. In her relentless quest for knowledge and samples, Denise has been bloodied, 
bruised and bitten, but emerged victorious every time. Under the direction of her thesis advisor, 
Dr. Petra Collyer, Denise has also delved into equine behavior and welfare. Her work on 
objective and subjective evaluations of equine stress levels in the therapeutic riding environment 
won an award in the graduate poster section of the 2014 WKU Student Research Conference. 
This research was inspired in part by Denise’s several years of volunteer work with New 
Beginnings Therapeutic Riding. Before coming to Kentucky and pursuing her passion for horses, 
Denise spent 20 years in East Asia, where traditional theatre was her focus. In Japan, Denise 
studied and performed traditional dance (nihon buyo) and music (shoulder drum); in China she 
studied the “painted face” roles of Peking Opera. She has performed on both stage and screen, 
winning the Silver Dragon Awards at the 1999 and 2002 International Peking Opera Amateur 
Performers competitions in Beijing. Denise is hoping to pursue a doctorate in equine science 
after she takes a few minutes to catch her breath.  
 

Yao Xue 
Yao “Nancy” Xue has been in the agriculture graduate program since the spring 2012 semester.  
Her research has focused on baby corn, sunflowers, and chilling hours.  Her work has been 
presented at the Kentucky Academy Science Conference and the WKU Student Research Conference.  
In addition to her graduate studies and work as a graduate research assistant, Nancy has also been 
a volunteer worker at the Western Kentucky Botanical Garden in Owensboro.  Upon graduation she 
expects to pursue a doctoral degree and continue research on agricultural issues. 
 

Outstanding Senior 
Outstanding Horticulture Student 

 
Clarice Esch 

Clarice is the first Gatton Academy student to study and graduate in the Department of 
Agriculture.  She earned a Goldwater Scholarship with research of a sustainable nitrogen source 
for agriculture that utilizes native cyanobacteria.  She received an EPA-GRO fellowship that 
allowed her to travel abroad extensively including over a year combined studying at a university 
in Ecuador and in the cloud forest of Costa Rica where she conducted research complimentary to 
her work back in a campus greenhouse.  Later this month she will be traveling back to Costa Rica 
to teach tomato farmers how to use grafting techniques to increase yield sustainably.  She has 
accepted a Presidential Doctoral Fellowship at Michigan State University where she will study 
forest ecology. 



 

Outstanding Agricultural Business Student 
 

Lee Edwards 
Lee expects to graduate in December of 2014 with a major in Agriculture, with a concentration in 
Agribusiness, and a minor in Business Administration.  He has been named to the President’s List 
and Dean’s List numerous times throughout his college career and expects to graduate with the 
honor of Magna Cum Laude.  While at WKU Lee helped revitalized the Western Kentucky 
University Agribusiness Club, became President of the Club, and helped organize a trip to the 
2014 Southern Agricultural Economics Associations annual meeting in Dallas Texas, where five 
WKU students competed in the Agricultural Economics Quiz Bowl Competition.  He expects to 
help maintain the Club’s involvement in Agricultural Economics Quiz Bowling by developing and 
fielding a WKU team to compete in the Agricultural and Applied Economics national Quiz Bowl 
Competition July 27-29, 2014 in Minneapolis, MN.   Lee is hopeful the knowledge he has gained 
in the classroom and the experience outside of class will help him further his career in the 
Agribusiness field. 

 
Outstanding Agricultural Education Student 

 
Rebecca Kate Royse 

Ms. Royse, a senior from Columbia, KY was selected for this award by the Agricultural 
Department based upon her academic achievement, work ethic, and dedication to the 
Agricultural Education discipline.  Katie began her college career in August 2009, and will 
graduate in May 2014.  In her tenure at Western Kentucky University, she has been selected as 
the 2013 Vice-President and founding member of the Agricultural Education Society, a Master of 
Beef Advocacy Certificate holder, Adair county 4-H and FFA programs.  She has also 
volunteered and participated in many club and organizational activities within the department. 
Along with her current academic core work, she has also been student teaching in Barren County 
High School this semester. She has been on the Dean’s List for four semesters and the President’s 
List for two. She has been involved in recruitment and retention efforts within the department 
through participation in National FFA Convention, State FFA Convention, Summer FFA Camp, 
WKU Field Day, and as a Regional FFA Leadership Judge.   She plans to continue to work in the 
field of agriculture as an extension agent in youth development in McLean County where she will 
also begin working on her Master’s degree. She will reside in western Kentucky in Union County 
with her fiancé after their wedding in May of 2015. 
 

Outstanding Agronomy Student 
 

Joshua L. Dennis 
Josh graduated from WKU in December 2013 with a B.S. in Agriculture with concentration in 
Agronomy Plant Science.  During his tenure at WKU he was actively involved with the 
Department of Agriculture; most notably he served as a counselor for the ASSET program during 
the summers of 2011 and 2012.  ASSET (Agriculture Students Striving for Effective Tomorrows) 
is a 5-day leadership conference for high school students who have completed their junior year.  
Josh is currently employed as a crop consultant at Wheat Tech Inc. located in Russellville KY.  
 

 
 
 



 
Outstanding Agronomy Student 

 
Bradley S. Mattingly 

Bradley has made the WKU Dean’s List for the Fall 2012, Spring 2013, and Fall 2013 semesters, 
and he was recipient of the “Springfield Young Farmer” award.  Following graduation Bradley 
will be a Crop Scout for Homestead Family Farms in Springfield, KY and will continue to 
operate and grow his own farm business, which specializes in beef and tobacco production. 
 

Outstanding Animal Science Student 
 

Adam Blessinger 
Adam expects to graduate Summa Cum Laude in May 2014 with B.S. in Agriculture and 
concentration in Animal Science.   While at WKU he has been employed at the WKU farm 
working with beef and dairy cattle.  After graduation Adam will work for a row crop and custom 
hay baling operation and plans to take over the family farm. 
 

Outstanding Turfgrass Management Student 
 

Jerry Edmonds 
Jerry Edmonds is a senior in the Agriculture Department and will be graduating in December of 
2014.  He came to WKU from Milwaukee, WI and is the son of Jerry and Dorcell Edmonds.  Jerry 
has completed internships with the University of Kentucky Athletics, Louisville Bats, and 
Milwaukee Brewers.  While with the Brewers, he had the opportunity to manage Helfaer Field.  
He has also worked for Augusta National and WKU Athletics and the University Farm while in 
school.  He will be conducting an internship with Cal Ripken Park in Aberdeen, MD this 
summer.  Finally, Jerry has also participated in turfgrass research as an undergraduate.  He has 
been involved in a study investigating cultivar, sprig rates, and nitrogen rates on wear tolerance 
of Bermuda grasses and received scholarships from the Jacobsen Cooperation and the Kentucky 
Turfgrass Council. 
 
Jerry has excelled in his academic endeavors, but his accomplishments extend beyond the 
classroom and work experiences.  Jerry is an active member in the WKU Turf Management Club, 
Kentucky Turfgrass Council, and Sports Turf Managers Association.  He is also a member of 
Minorities in Agriculture Natural Resources and Related Sciences, and served on WKU’s Black 
Student Council.  He is President of Mount Zion Campus Ministry, and Co-founded the Literature 
and Creative Arts Organization.  Through these organizations, he has attended regional and 
national conferences, spoke to high school students about college, and participated in outreach 
programs with Parker Bennett Community Center.  Upon graduation, Jerry will be pursuing a 
career in the Sports Turf Industry but also hopes to author a book to help young minorities.  
George Washington Carver said, “There is no short cut to achievement. Life requires thorough 
preparation - veneer isn't worth anything.”  Jerry has taken every opportunity to prepare himself 
while at WKU.  In addition, he is hardworking, caring, compassionate, and genuine without a 
false veneer.  The Department of Agriculture is confident that Jerry will have many great 
achievements and delighted to honor him with this award. 



 
Department of Architectural & 
Manufacturing Sciences 
Dr. Greg Arbuckle, Acting Dept. Chair 

 
 

Outstanding Graduate Student in  
Engineering Technology Management 

 
Sumbul Khan 

Sumbul Khan completed the Master of Science Engineering Technology Management (MSETM) 
program in December 2013 with an overall 4.0 GPA. Her graduate thesis, Improvement of 
Pedagogical Laboratory Based Learning: Multimedia Enhanced Instructional Methods 
demonstrated the feasibility of using enhanced multimedia for advanced manufacturing 
instruction and distance learning. This work represented a comprehensive analysis of the various 
methods available to educators who teach experiential laboratory-based courses. Sumbul also 
collaborated frequently with faculty on several scholarly publications and she presented at two 
Student Research Conferences and the Association of Technology, Management and Applied 
Engineering (ATMAE) in 2013. In 2012, she was selected for Lois G. and F. Dugan Montgomery 
Scholarship. Sumbul served as a graduate assistant for the Architectural and Manufacturing 
Sciences Department where she was an indispensable resource for grants, publications, and 
literature reviews. Although one of Sumbul’s goals is to eventually pursue a PhD degree, she has 
decided to make Kentucky her home and recently accepted a job with Berry Plastics in Franklin, 
Kentucky as a Quality Engineer. Her duties are to ensure their products and processes meet 
quality standards and support continuous improvement. Sumbul said, “I have a keen interest in 
conducting research and getting involved in hands-on projects that allow me to apply and build 
upon the knowledge and skills I have acquired during my coursework at WKU.” 
 

Andrew Austin 
Andrew Austin distinguished himself while at WKU. As a graduate student in the Master of 
Science Engineering Technology Management (MSETM) program, he completed all coursework 
with an overall 4.0 GPA. This is not the first time he has done this. He graduated summa cum 
laude with a GPA of 4.0 in his undergraduate program as well and was the outstanding student 
in Advanced Manufacturing. His graduate thesis, titled Process Capability in a Computer 
Integrated Manufacturing Cell was an outstanding application of Six Sigma principles in the 
Advanced Manufacturing and Robotics laboratory on campus. Andy also has a number of 
scholarly activities to his credit, including a poster and presentations at the last two Student 
Research Conferences and the 2013 Association of Technology, Management and Applied 
Engineering (ATMAE). He is an ATMAE Certified Manufacturing Specialist. Andy was a 
graduate assistant for the Architectural and Manufacturing Sciences Department and has been 
an Ogden College Scholar since 2009. One might consider all these academic accomplishments 
impressive until you learn that he also received the President’s Volunteer Service Award in 2013 
for his extensive community involvement. Andy has been active in WKU Habitat for Humanity 
since 2009 where he served as their construction coordinator and worked alongside Warren 
County Habitat for Humanity. In addition, he has provided service and community outreach for 
the St. Thomas Aquinas Center; performed mission work for World Youth Day in Brazil; been 
head of the service committee of the Hilltoppers for Life, and, since 2013, worked for Meals, Inc. 
on Saturdays preparing meals for the homebound. Andy’s immediate future plans are to join the 



Franciscan Friars of the Renewal, a religious order that devotes their life to helping the poor, 
running homeless shelters, soup kitchens, youth programs, and other forms of community 
outreach. Andy stated, “I have not been accepted yet, so my future still has a lot of uncertainty, 
but that is the path that I am currently pursuing.” 
 

Outstanding Senior in Advanced Manufacturing 
 

Joe Asposito 
Like a lot of incoming freshman, the idea of what I wanted to major in has changed from what I 
originally thought.  I believe many of us need time to realize what we really have a passion for.  
Over the last few years in the Advanced Manufacturing program, I have seen first-hand what I 
have learned in the classroom has real value, not just material I need to get through the class and 
then forget. The courses are designed not for memorization, but rather application.  The 
knowledge I gained I can take with me and implement into daily tasks to enhance my future 
career and become a value adding employee.  Through the internship program WKU provides, I 
have been able to experience and apply what I have learned in the manufacturing industry.  The 
Advanced Manufacturing program has been everything I wanted out of college and then some.  
With intelligent, friendly, and helpful staff, the last few years have gone by quickly and I look 
forward to the next step.  I want to be a good example of how great of a program the AMS 
department provides and encourage others to follow a similar path.  I feel well prepared for life 
after college thanks to all the people that make this program what it is. 
 

Outstanding Senior in Architectural Sciences Award 
 

Heli Shah 
Heli was the President of the American Institute of Architecture Students from 2013 – 2013. She 
is a FUSE grant recipient and she plans to go to graduate school to get a Master’s of 
Architecture degree.  
 

Outstanding Senior in Construction Management 
 

Jeffery Thomson 
Born and raised on the Ohio River in Oldham County Kentucky, Jeffery Thomson grew up with 
his brother, Daniel Thomson and parents Tim & Cindy Thomson. While attending North Oldham 
High School, Jeff stayed active in the community through the Wrestling team which he was a 
member of for five years, a captain for two of them.  During the summers after high school, he 
worked for GBMC, a commercial plumbing, mechanical and HVAC company. While attending 
college at Western Kentucky University, Jeff was a member of the WKU Enactus Team where he 
filled the role of Project Manager for the team’s aquaponics project.  Here, he assisted Harold 
Maxwell, a small business entrepreneur, in creating a company. During the summer of 2013, he 
helped organize a group of students who fulfilled the Enactus mission by using techniques 
learned from this small business to teach and assist foreign communities in creating their own 
sustainable food source.  Jeff also held the position of Treasurer for the WKU Brazilian Judo/Jiu 
Jitsu Club. In this position, he managed accounts, purchases, and financial goals and assisted in 
securing funds for equipment.  After graduating with a Bachelors of Science from the Western 
Kentucky University’s Construction Management Department, Jeff will be entering the 
Construction Industry seeking positions in Estimating and Project Administration. 
 
 



 
Outstanding Senior in Industrial Vocational Education 

 
Jennifer McClard 

Jennifer McClard graduated from Glasgow School for Health Occupations in 1994 with an LPN 
diploma.  She went back to WKU and graduated with an Associate RN degree in 2003.  She will 
graduate with a Bachelor’s degree in Industrial Vocational Studies this summer.  She has two 
children, Grayson and Cole Harlan, and one daughter-in-law, Kelsey Petett Harlan.  She plans 
to continue working at the Monroe County Area Technology Center as the Health Science 
Instructor and continue to work in the nursing field as well. 
 

Outstanding Senior in Technology Management 
 

Charles A. Paul 
Charles Paul is a senior majoring in Technology Management at Western Kentucky University. 
He is set to graduate in Aug 2014, which has been a lifelong goal for him. Charles grew up in 
Muncie, Indiana and moved to Bowling Green in 2011. He attended Bowling Green Technical 
College where he graduated with an AAS degree, and moved on to WKU to finish out his BS 
Degree in Technology Management. When asked why he decided to go back to school, he said 
that it was time to move up the ladder and start helping to make decisions instead of applying the 
decisions that others had made. He also made this decision based upon prior experiences with 
managers who had no idea how to work with people. Charles has been in the manufacturing 
business for over 26 years. Starting in the Marine Corps as a helicopter metal smith, working his 
way up in a CNC job from janitor to floor supervisor, as well as working for Chrysler 
Corporation where he started out as a machine set up man and worked up to team leader for 
several departments. Upon Graduation Charles is looking to put his vast experience in 
Manufacturing, leadership and project coordination to work to empower his company to excel in 
a global marketplace. 
 

Lois G. and F. Dugan Montgomery Scholarship* 
 

Augustine Amonge 
Augustine Otieno Amonge is currently a graduate student at Western Kentucky University and 
pursuing masters in Engineering Technology Management. His expected graduating date is May 
2015. Augustine is also an active duty soldier and is part of the Western Kentucky University 
ROTC program. His previous assignment was with the 160th Special Operations Aviation 
Regiment at Ft. Campbell KY as an Aircraft powertrain technician. Augustine has undergraduate 
degree in Industrial Science and a Masters in Leadership Dynamics both from Western Kentucky 
University. During his undergraduate he was a student athlete on a Track/Field and Cross-
country scholarship for which he received many accolades. Upon graduation next year, 
Augustine will commission as an Officer in the US Army, where he will be looking forward to 
serving this great nation for many years to come. 
 

 
 
 
 



Walter B. Nalbach Industrial Education Scholarship* 
 

Hamilton Ryan Brindley 
Hamilton Brindley was born in Nashville, Tennessee in the March of 1994. He was raised in an 
environment that encouraged him to nurture the artistic inclinations that resided within him and 
to appreciate history, and the quality of older things. Both of his parents and his three siblings 
are artists, and being exposed to the restoration and renovation of the historic houses in which he 
lived, he was drawn to the love of architecture.  He first decided that he wanted to be an architect 
when he was 17 while attending Logan County High School. Up until taking his first drafting 
class he was unsure what he wanted to do, but once he had, he knew that this was the right thing 
for him. After graduating high school in 2012, his aspirations of becoming an architect lead him 
to Western Kentucky University, where he is now currently studying Architectural Science as his 
major, and Studio Art as his minor. His plans after graduating WKU with a Bachelor’s degree 
are to go on to graduate school, to further study architecture. 
 

Ryan Associated Scholarships* 
 

Summer Ellen Abston 
Summer is a recipient of various Dean’s/Presidents list honors & Presidents Scholar Award. Her 
future plans are to finish her senior year strongly and obtain a good score on the GRE exam so 
that she can get into graduate school to further her exploration of herself and architecture as a 
whole. She ultimately aspires to serve others and become a more productive public speaker. She 
knew exactly what she wanted to do with her life before she even knew what architecture was; 
knocking out the chimney, planning the ultimate tree house, and basically recreating her home 
were some of the few plans submitted to her father on a regular basis, starting from her early 
elementary school era. It wasn’t until her junior year of high school that her father fell for the 
new master bed/bath addition proposal.  When it was all over with, that was when it hit her - she 
was going to be famous. Summer Abston, an upcoming senior and an aspiring architect of 
Western Kentucky University’s Architectural Science undergraduate program, spends her days 
and most nights in the Industrial Education Building studying and ultimately creating and 
evolving her design processes. Summer has recently been hired to work for Stengel Hill 
Architecture as a summer intern and awarded an AMS Departmental Ambassador Scholarship 
for the 2014-2015 school year. This spring semester she has been working on a FUSE grant with 
Shahnaz Aly regarding architectural sketching. One of the things Summer enjoys most is 
encouraging, loving, and helping people - not to mention her faith, family, friends, animals, 
farming, community, history, art, and architecture. After Summer’s undergraduate studies, she 
plans to further her education in architecture, whether it is traveling the world or sitting in a 
classroom. 
 

DaMario Walker-Brown 
DaMario Walker-Brown is a junior majoring in Architectural Sciences at Western Kentucky 
University. He is set to graduate in May of 2015 and also hopes to complete a minor in Business 
Administration. When thinking about what drew him to Architecture, he said he started out 
drawing cartoon characters and wanted to better his drawing skills. He found out that he could 
get paid for drawing and designing houses and ever since he has wanted to be an Architect. 
While pursuing this Bachelors of Science degree, DaMario is also a part of Omega Psi Phi 
Fraternity Incorporated, The National Society of Collegiate Scholars, and Blaq Art Nouveau and 
is also working on bringing an organization to school as well. Upon graduation he plans to 
attend Graduate School directly after and soon afterwards take his Architect’s Registration 
Exam. In his free time he likes to work out, box and play basketball along with hanging out with 
his friends. He is also an employee of the Architecture Resource Center. 



L.T. Smith Scholarship* 
 

Jason Klein 
Jason Matthew Klein is 20 years old, and a resident of Bowling Green. Growing up, he distinctly 
remembers having a strong inclination towards creating & assembling contraptions. In high 
school, learning about electricity and circuits, as well as drawing up residential plans and 
technical drawing, reinforced his interest in the construction world. The last semester of his 
freshman year at WKU as an Architecture and Science major, he joined Habitat for Humanity 
courtesy of Dr. Bryan Reaka. Thanks to Habitat for Humanity, he has had the privilege to work 
as a team alongside amazing people in Mississippi, Missouri, South Carolina, Florida, and 
Georgia to provide accommodations to those less fortunate and in need of shelters. The 
experience was life changing and he aspires to be involved with Habitat, as well as the newly 
joined Best Buddy program, throughout his time at WKU. His plans include obtaining a Master’s 
degree in Construction Management in hopes of becoming a Professor. 
 

Society of Manufacturing Engineers Scholarship* 
 

Bradley Logsdon 
Bradley Cole Logsdon is the son of Perry and Celeste Logsdon of Somerset, Kentucky. He is a 
sophomore at Western Kentucky University. He is an Advanced Manufacturing Major with a 
Minor in Industrial Science. He is in the Honors College with a 3.7 GPA, a recipient of the Ron 
and Matalene Absher Scholarship for students in the Ogden College of Sciences and now a 
recipient of the Society of Manufacturing Engineers Scholarship as well as an ambassador for 
the Architecture and Manufacturing Sciences department. He plans to stay at WKU to get his 
Masters of Science in Engineering Technology Management after completing his undergraduate 
studies. 
 

American Society for Quality Control Scholarships*  

 
Nick Eaton 

Nick Eaton, a senior in the Advanced Manufacturing program, is the son of Chris & Geri Eaton 
from Crestwood, Kentucky.  As a kid he was enthused with most things mechanical; he enjoyed 
restoring muscle cars with his father and raced in the All American Soap Box Derby from 2001 
until 2007 where he ultimately placed 2nd in the world in the Super Stock Rally division.  
Currently, Nick has a Six Sigma Greenbelt certification and is expected to graduate with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in December of 2014.  He intends to have a career in Industrial 
Engineering and plans to continue with graduate school. 
 

Trevor Thompson 
Trevor Thompson is a junior in the Construction Management program. He was born and raised 
in Owensboro, KY. Recently, he received a scholarship from the Associated General Contractors 
of America (AGC). He graduated from Apollo High School in 2010. In high school he was 
involved with the FFA and was on the high school’s welding team. He attended Owensboro 
Community and Technical College (OCTC) where he earned the American Welding Society Class 
1 welding certification. He has a wonderful family who he is very close to. He has a 33-year-old 
brother and a 40-year-old sister, both of which have families. He is very close to them along with 
his nieces and nephews, and his mother and father. His father, who has been in the construction 
industry for over thirty years, is the reason for his interest in this industry. His overall goal after 
graduating with his degree is to follow in his father’s footsteps in the construction industry. 
 
*Award made through the efforts of the College Heights Foundation. 



 
Department of Biology 
Dr. Bruce Schulte, Department Head 

 
 

Outstanding Biology Graduate Student 
 

Nicholas Levis 
Nick has been an exceptional graduate student, and was the 2013 recipient of the Dillard/Hoyt 
Scholarship for the most outstanding first year graduate student in Biology. Nick has published 
two papers since arriving at WKU with a third in review.  He has obtained both internal and 
external funding for his research and has presented his work at several conferences. His thesis 
takes an experimental approach to understanding the synergistic effects of environmental 
stressors on amphibian population dynamics. The originality of his work stems from the 
combination of stressors chosen (herbicide and UV radiation) and the taxon (spotted 
salamanders) investigated. His results demonstrate an interesting counterintuitive relationship 
between UV and salamander survival that points to the complexity of environmental influences on 
population dynamics. Aside from his academic excellence, Nick is dedicated to service and 
outreach. He is president of the Biology Graduate Student Association, visits local schools to talk 
about amphibians, and regularly volunteers with youth groups. Nick has accepted a PhD 
fellowship at the University of North Carolina for the fall of 2014. 

 
Dillard/Hoyt Graduate Scholarship* 

 
Jennifer Dumaine 

Jennie is an incredibly bright and confident student with enormous potential. Over the past 
months, she assisted with a series of pilot studies that were included in a recent NIH R15 grant 
submission. She has also written a separate research proposal that is investigating how 
genetically obese mice (lacking the leptin gene) respond to sleep fragmentation. This set of 
experiments will involve disentangling the effects of obesity versus the effects of sleep 
fragmentation upon the generation of inflammatory phenotypes. Jennie is a gifted writer and 
conveys her ideas extremely well using scientific prose. For any successful graduate student in 
the sciences, this is a key attribute. Jennie’s previous and ongoing research experiences, superb 
academic record, as well as her considerable motivation and passion for the field of biomedical 
science, make her highly deserving of this award. She is an ideal candidate because she combines 
high intelligence, motivation, and perseverance—all characteristics of an extremely successful 
scientist. 
 

Outstanding Biology Teaching Assistant 
  

Shilo Felton 
Shilo taught two sections of Ecology (Biology 315) for 4 semesters.  In Biology 315 the students 
are expected to conduct original research and produce a paper in the form of a refereed journal 
paper. Shilo supervised and directed this research. The labs had meetings inside and outside of 
regular lab hours to develop pre-papers, draft papers and final papers. The students developed 
their own experimental design with guidance from Shilo and refereed journal papers. Each week 
several students were assigned to pick relevant articles. Then they led a discussion of the paper in 



class. They carried out their experimental design. She also helped them develop presentations. 
Shilo coached the students through hypothesis formation, methods development, synthesis, 
writing, and presenting their work. When the students encountered the inevitable difficulties 
associated with performing original research, Shilo coached them around the hurdles. I think that 
it would be difficult to present a TA with a harder job, but Shilo handled this work with grace and 
an abiding concern for the students. Shilo demonstrated exceptional skills as a teacher and 
mentor. 

 
Outstanding Biology Students 

  
Charles Coomer 

Charles has demonstrated exemplary achievement in the classroom and performed extensive 
undergraduate research.  In addition to his work on bacteriophages at WKU, Charles completed a 
prestigious summer research internship at the National Cancer Institute. His internship work has been 
incorporated into two manuscripts that are nearing completion. Charles’ academic abilities are 
exceptional, and he has received a number of accolades at WKU including the Dr. Dan Skean Award 
for Outstanding Microbiology Student and Outstanding Biotechnology Center Student. He presented 
different research projects at the 42nd and 43rd Annual WKU Student Research Conferences and won 
Best Undergraduate Poster in the Natural Sciences each year. He won 3rd place for his talk at the 
2012 Annual Meeting of the Kentucky Academy of Science, and at the 2013 meeting, he won 2nd place 
in Microbiology. Charles has been accepted into the NIH Oxford-Cambridge Scholars Program. The 
award will allow him to pursue a D.Phil at Oxford while researching HIV at Oxford and the NIH. 
 

Sarah Schrader 
Sarah has demonstrated outstanding achievement in the classroom, performed exemplary 
undergraduate research and exhibited quality leadership service.  She is truly an exceptional 
student.  Sarah diversified her research training through summer research internships at 
Princeton, New York University, and the Chinese Academy of Sciences, Shanghai Institute of 
Biological Sciences.  Sarah won the best oral presentation award in her division at the 41st 
Annual WKU student research conference and 3rd place for her talk at the annual meeting of 
Kentucky-Tennessee branch of the American Society for Microbiology. This accomplishment was 
particularly significant since most of the talks were given by graduate students.  Sarah has been 
accepted into MD/Ph.D. programs at Cornell and Washington University.  Although she has 
decided to pursue an MD/Ph.D., it is noteworthy that she was accepted into the Ph.D. program at 
Cambridge and was recently awarded an NSF Graduate Research Fellowship.   
 

Outstanding Biodiversity Center Student 
 

Adam Edge 
Adam has been very involved in research, teaching and service activities as an Honor’s thesis 
student, a teaching assistant, and as President of the Ecology Club at WKU. Adam conducted his 
Honor's thesis research in South Africa, where he also assisted graduate student Kelly Derham 
with her field research. With the assistance of Drs. Jerry Daday, Michelle Henley and Bruce 
Schulte, Adam constructed a survey for landholders and tourists in the Associated Protected 
Nature Preserves that border Kruger National Park. He was investigating the perceptions of 
people toward elephants and large trees in this system. He did a very nice job with his project 
and he is in the final analysis and writing phase before defending in April. Adam applied for the 
Udall Scholarship, various REU opportunities and internships last year. He ended up in a paid 
internship with Alaska Fish & Game.  Adam plans to pursue a PhD in wildlife biology, and has 
been a very good research student. He also has made many positive contributions to the 
Department of Biology through his roles as Ambassador and as a TA in General Biology. 
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different research projects at the 42nd and 43rd Annual WKU Student Research Conferences and won 
Best Undergraduate Poster in the Natural Sciences each year. He won 3rd place for his talk at the 
2012 Annual Meeting of the Kentucky Academy of Science, and at the 2013 meeting, he won 2nd place 
in Microbiology. Charles has been accepted into the NIH Oxford-Cambridge Scholars Program. The 
award will allow him to pursue a D.Phil at Oxford while researching HIV at Oxford and the NIH. 
 

Sarah Schrader 
Sarah has demonstrated outstanding achievement in the classroom, performed exemplary 
undergraduate research and exhibited quality leadership service.  She is truly an exceptional 
student.  Sarah diversified her research training through summer research internships at 
Princeton, New York University, and the Chinese Academy of Sciences, Shanghai Institute of 
Biological Sciences.  Sarah won the best oral presentation award in her division at the 41st 
Annual WKU student research conference and 3rd place for her talk at the annual meeting of 
Kentucky-Tennessee branch of the American Society for Microbiology. This accomplishment was 
particularly significant since most of the talks were given by graduate students.  Sarah has been 
accepted into MD/Ph.D. programs at Cornell and Washington University.  Although she has 
decided to pursue an MD/Ph.D., it is noteworthy that she was accepted into the Ph.D. program at 
Cambridge and was recently awarded an NSF Graduate Research Fellowship.   
 

Outstanding Biodiversity Center Student 
 

Adam Edge 
Adam has been very involved in research, teaching and service activities as an Honor’s thesis 
student, a teaching assistant, and as President of the Ecology Club at WKU. Adam conducted his 
Honor's thesis research in South Africa, where he also assisted graduate student Kelly Derham 
with her field research. With the assistance of Drs. Jerry Daday, Michelle Henley and Bruce 
Schulte, Adam constructed a survey for landholders and tourists in the Associated Protected 
Nature Preserves that border Kruger National Park. He was investigating the perceptions of 
people toward elephants and large trees in this system. He did a very nice job with his project 
and he is in the final analysis and writing phase before defending in April. Adam applied for the 
Udall Scholarship, various REU opportunities and internships last year. He ended up in a paid 
internship with Alaska Fish & Game.  Adam plans to pursue a PhD in wildlife biology, and has 
been a very good research student. He also has made many positive contributions to the 
Department of Biology through his roles as Ambassador and as a TA in General Biology. 



Outstanding Biotechnology Center Student 
 

Ryan Vincent 
Ryan is a very engaged student both in the classroom and in a research environment. Ryan 
successfully obtained a FUSE grant in support of his honors thesis, investigating genetic 
structure in federally endangered California tiger salamanders (CTS). This work involves 
extraction of DNA from hundreds of tissue samples, PCR amplification of many genetic loci, and 
careful scoring of thousands of individual genotypes. Ryan has been phenomenal at taking a 
large number of tasks and efficiently making progress on his work despite his numerous other 
responsibilities. Ryan’s results will be important in the development of conservation initiatives 
for CTS in the Central Valley of California. Ryan presented his work at KAS in 2013 and won 1st 
place in the ecology section, and will present at a national meeting this summer. Ryan is a very 
dedicated and professional student worker in the Biotechnology Center, and through his 
motivation and technical aptitude, Ryan has made huge contributions to the research of 
Biotechnology Center members. Ryan plans ultimately, to pursue a PhD.  
 

Larry N. Gleason Award for Excellence in Research* 
 

Christopher Fields 
Christopher’s research is geared towards identification of degraders of basement membrane 
(BM), a specialized form of extracellular matrix (ECM). The significance lies in the fact that BM 
is degraded during normal development and during tumor metastasis. Christopher was 
responsible for making genetic crosses using Drosophila and then utilizing a phenotypic assay to 
select putative degraders. Over the past several months Christopher has screened through ~650 
over expression lines and identified five putative candidates. He is currently characterizing one of 
the BM degradation candidates as part of his honors thesis and has made significant progress. 
Utilizing overexpression of the gene in a tissue specific manner, Christopher has already 
generated very interesting phenotypes. In addition Christopher has also used a lac-Z assay to 
categorize the putative BM degraders as either ones that work through the JNK pathway or ones 
that do not work through the JNK pathway. This is excellent productivity for an undergraduate 
student. Christopher is a quick learner and exhibits tremendous work ethic, patience and drive to 
learn. 
 
Dr. Dan Skean Award for Outstanding Microbiology Student* 
 

Clara Jones 
Clara is passionate about microbiology.  She has completed many microbiology courses and was 
always inquisitive and dedicated to the group activities. Clara has also engaged in microbiology 
related activities outside of the classroom. She is member of the WKU Microbiology club where 
she served in two different leadership roles and helped organize activities such as a field trip to 
the USDA-ARS national research lab.  This year, she has assisted the WKU Microbiology lab 
coordinator in preparing materials for the microbiology teaching labs each week.  Clara has also 
pursued research opportunities during her time at WKU.  She was awarded a FUSE grant to 
study Cupriavidus metallidurans and its relation to heavy metal mining and she is currently 
conducting research with Dr. Cheryl Davis where she is screening samples for Borrelia 
burgdorferi and other arthropod borne zoonotic disease organisms. Clara hopes to have a career 
in microbiology. 

 
 



Dr. Jerry Gibbs Award for Excellence in Pre-medical Studies* 
 

Mary Kate Greenwood 
Mary Kate is a pre-medical student from northern Kentucky and is the daughter of Fred and 
Kathy Greenwood. She will graduate next month with a double major in Biology and Psychology. 
Mary Kate is excellent academically, has outstanding preparation for a career in medicine and a 
history of service to others.  Ms. Greenwood was a participant in WKU’s Partners in Caring, 
Medicine in Kenya Program where she worked with fellow students and health professionals in 
primitive clinics in 3 small villages in the Kasigau region. She also participated with 
International Service Learning in a medical trip to Belize.  Mary Kate is also an active member 
with Alpha Epsilon Delta where she served as community service chair for 2 years and has 
assumed an important role with HOTEL INC, a group that serves the homeless and operates a 
food bank.  She has a genuine passion for community service work and helping people. Ms. 
Greenwood will attend the University Of Kentucky College Of Medicine this fall.    
 
L.Y. Lancaster Award for Excellence in Pre-Medical Studies* 

 
Addie Dodson 

Addie will graduate Summa Cum Laude in May with a major in Biology, minors in Chemistry and 
American Sign Language Studies, and a certificate in Leadership Studies. During her time at 
WKU she has received numerous honors including Global Leadership Scholar, Greek Academic 
Hall of Fame, Omega Phi Alpha Rho Chapter Service Award 2012, Omega Phi Alpha National 
Service Award 2012, and Student Success Coach.  Ms. Dodson has twice studied abroad in 
Kenya with WKU’s Partner’s in Caring: Medicine in Kenya program, where she not only 
participated in providing health care to the impoverished communities of Kasigau, Kenya but she 
also conducted her Honor’s thesis research there which is entitled “Correlational of 
Environmental Risks with the Prevalence of Essential Hypertension and Chronic Cardiac 
Disease in Kasaigau, Kenya.  Recently, Addie presented her research at the Kentucky Academy of 
Sciences meeting and where she received 2nd place in the Health Sciences division for her work. 
She has been accepted into the University Of Louisville School Of Medicine and will matriculate 
in the fall of 2014. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Award made through the efforts of the College Heights Foundation. 



 
Department of Chemistry 
Dr. Cathleen Webb, Department Head 

 
 

McNally Graduate Fellowship 
 

Monic Shah 
Mr. Shah is an outstanding graduate student who has shown excellence in teaching, research and 
academics.  His productivity as a research student has been exceptional.  He is a primary author 
in two peer-reviewed publications and co-authored another.  He presented his research at 16 
conferences including an oral presentation at the 2013 Fall American Chemical Society Annual 
Meeting.   
 

American Institute of Chemists  
Outstanding Graduate Student Award 

 
Venkata Ramana Manda 

Mr. Manda is an outstanding graduate student.  He has made important research discoveries in 
his thesis project and will soon have two peer-reviewed journal articles published in Nanoscale.  
He has presented his research in a number of national and regional conferences.   
 

Outstanding Chemistry Major Award 
 

Hillary B. Asberry 
Ms. Asberry is an outstanding student who is receiving an ACS-certified major in Chemistry with 
a minor in Mathematics.  She presented her undergraduate research at regional and national 
conferences and has co-authored a peer-reviewed publication as a result of her studies in 
Taiwan.  Hillary was the recipient of the prestigious Barry Goldwater Scholarship.  Hillary will 
be attending Michigan State University. 
 

Levi Dopierala 
Mr. Dopierala has been an outstanding student both in the research lab and in the classroom.  To 
date, he has been the co-author of two peer-reviewed publications and has presented his work at 
a national conference.  Levi is the first JUMP (Joint Undergraduate and Master Program) 
student at WKU to complete a graduate thesis.  He will simultaneously receive an ACS-certified 
major in Chemistry with a minor in Communication Studies and a Master’s degree in Chemistry.  
 

Outstanding Graduating Senior in Chemistry Award 
 

Charles A. Coomer 
Mr. Coomer has an exemplary record in and out of the chemistry classroom.  He works hard to 
ensure that he understands material at a level beyond what is expected, asking questions 
sometimes simply because he’s curious.  His research and proposed work efforts have recently 
earned him a prestigious Fulbright scholarship to explore neurobiology at Oxford University. 
 



Joseph R. Dukes 
Mr. Dukes, a senior biochemistry major, embodies all the qualities of a true scholar.  He has 
been actively engaged in organic chemistry research with Dr. Slocum.  Joseph will pursue a 
Ph.D. program in Chemistry at the University of Kentucky.   
 

Stephanie N. Hagan 
Ms. Hagan is an outstanding scholar and research student.  She is also a graduating Ogden 
Research Scholar.  She is independent, resourceful, dependable and creative.  She has made a 
number of presentations at a variety of research conferences in the past two years.  She will 
attend a Ph.D. program at the University of Indiana, where she hopes to study in the field of 
nuclear chemistry.   
 

Jonathan D. Hendrie 
Mr. Hendrie came to WKU as part of a National Science Foundation REU summer program in 
2012 and stayed to pursue a biochemistry major.  Last summer he participated in laparoscopic 
surgery training research through the DAAD-RISE program in Germany.  He will return to 
Germany for one year to continue research and intensive language training prior to applying to 
medical school.   
 

Sarah M. Schrader 
Ms. Schrader has achieved academic excellence through ambition, determination and natural 
talent.  Without a doubt, Sarah Schrader’s record of performance in Chemistry (and Biology and 
Chinese and Honors and Mathematics….) exemplifies each of these qualities --真正优秀的 (truly 
outstanding)! 
 

Samuel T. White 
Mr. White is efficient and meticulous and he also excels with big-picture concepts and deep 
critical-thinking.  This is clearly reflected in his outstanding record of academic achievement. 
 

Outstanding Senior in Chemistry Education Award 
 

Kimberly G. Stinnett 
Ms. Stinnett is a senior with dual majors in Chemistry and Science/Math Education.  She is 
passionate about being an educator.  She has helped develop pedagogical materials for use in the 
secondary chemistry classroom and has presented her research at national conferences.  She not 
only has a desire to share her love of learning with her students but also wants to be a positive 
influence in their lives. 
 

Undergraduate Award in Organic Chemistry 
 

Corbin W. LeMieux 
Mr. LeMieux is an outstanding student majoring in Chemistry and Biology.  He plans to attend 
professional school.  He has demonstrated an extremely high talent in the study of organic 
chemistry. 
 

Hannah K. Ruggles 
Ms. Ruggles is an outstanding student with a strong interest in Organic Chemistry.  Her 
persistence and great attitude toward this difficult subject are remarkable. 
 



 
American Chemical Society’s Analytical Division Award 

 
Daniel S. Brashear 

Mr. Brashear has been an outstanding student throughout his studies here at WKU.  He has 
performed at an exemplary level in analytical chemistry both in lecture and the laboratory.  He is 
receiving his major in Chemistry and minor in Music.   Daniel has been a fine example of a hard-
working gifted individual. 
 

Outstanding Physical Chemistry Major 
 

Logan H. Eckler 
Mr. Eckler has established a reputation as an accomplished computational chemist. In addition 
to his excellence in this year’s physical chemistry course sequence, Logan has presented three 
oral and six poster presentations over his research at regional and national conferences, and is a 
student co-author on one published and two upcoming peer-reviewed journal articles.  
 

Freshman Achievement in Chemistry Award 
 

Hannah M. Gossett 
Ms. Gossett is an exceptional student who excelled in Freshman Chemistry.   Currently, she is 
pursuing a degree in Chemistry with a focus on Science and Math Education.  Hannah is also 
involved in undergraduate research among her other numerous academic activities. 
 

Nitin A. Krishna 
Mr. Krishna is a talented and hard-working student.  This year we are very pleased to 
acknowledge his outstanding performance in General Chemistry. 

 
Hannah M. Rodgers 

Ms. Rogers has demonstrated an extremely high talent in research as well as in study of 
chemistry with exceptional achievements in General Chemistry. 
 

Carl P. McNally Undergraduate Scholarship Award* 
Awarded to an outstanding Chemistry student 

 
William Hamilton 

Mr. Hamilton has shown exceptional diligence and dedication in research. He has demonstrated 
an extremely high potential in the field of biochemistry. He has presented his research at local, 
regional, and national professional meetings. 
 

Glenn Dooley Undergraduate Scholarship Award* 
Awarded to an outstanding Chemistry student 

 
Ka Wai Kwong 

Ka Wai Kwong is an outstanding student majoring in Biochemistry and planning on attending 
graduate schools. He has been actively engaged in organic chemistry research.  
 



Ward C. Sumpter Scholarship Award* 
Awarded to an outstanding Chemistry student 

 
Sarah Tockstein 

Ms. Tockstein is a gifted, hardworking chemistry major who plans to pursue a career in forensic 
chemistry.  She has demonstrated a deep desire to learn and possesses outstanding laboratory 
skill.   
 

Nell Skean Award for Outstanding Laboratory Assistant* 
Awarded to an outstanding lab assistant 

 
Levi A. Dopierala 

Mr. Dopierala is a BPMCT-certified graduate student instructor and taught Chem 116 and 
several other laboratory courses. He is always well prepared and is very pleasant to both the 
students he is helping as well as those supervising him. He has been very conscientious in his 
efforts. 
 

Harika Javangula 
Ms. Javangula is one of our best graduate teaching assistants.  She has been very active not only 
with her research but also in teaching.  For the past two years, she has assisted in the General 
Chemistry I and II labs and in the Chemistry Tutoring Center.  Comments from the students and 
from the faculty instructors have been consistently positive.    Her skills and dedication have been 
clearly evident. 
 

Varun Kiran Kolanka 
Mr. Kolanka will finish his graduate degree this year.  Varun has served as the instructor for 
seven lab sections and was the assistant for two other sections.  His responsibilities included 
lecturing, overseeing the labs, and grading.  Multiple students over the past two semesters spoke 
about his willingness to assist them. 
 

Monic Shah 
Mr. Shah has impressed everyone with his excellent teaching skills.  He is a BPMCT-certified 
graduate student instructor and has taught CHEM 101 to a class of ~100 students. The students 
were pleased with his efforts. Monic is also engaged in Chemistry Tutoring. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Award made through the efforts of the College Heights Foundation. 



 
Department of Computer Science 
Dr. James Gary, Interim Department Head 

 
 

Outstanding Graduate Student in Computer Science 
 

Prudhvi Vedire 
Prudhvi is very happy to be a part of Western Kentucky University.  His parents and his brother 
are his strength.  They have influenced him to be the person he is today.  He would like to work as 
a Java Developer after graduation. Prudhvi would like to thank his professors as they have 
played a very important role in his graduation.   
 

Outstanding Senior in Computer Science 
 

Adam Gilbert 
Adam has had a great experience attending WKU.  He hopes to remain in the Bowling Green 
area as he has come to love living in the town.   
 

Outstanding Junior in Computer Science 
 

Christopher Dumond 
Christopher has had a good experience with the CS courses he has taken so far in his academic 
career.  His professors have done a good job of promoting independence and self-motivation 
while still being available to help when needed.  His future plans are not definite but he has 
always loved working with computers and technology, and he hopes to use his CS degree to 
continue doing what he enjoys. 
 

Outstanding ACM Student Award 
 

Bryan Knowles 
Bryan chose a minor in Professional Writing in order to have one foot in science and the other in 
the Arts.  This gave him an interesting group of friends with a high betweeness centrality, to put it 
in network science terms.  Bryan is finishing up his CS degree and is also working on getting a 
CS Research Lab for students started.  In the future he will pursue a Masters in CS and will work 
on a Graph Theory related thesis with Atici.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Fruit of the Loom Computer Science Award** 

 
Robert David Beverly 

David will be completing his M.S. degree in the spring of 2015.  His research efforts have focused 
on software engineering, specifically developing a project simulator with selected enhancement 
and replacement policies.  David will be interning this summer with Pajarito Scientific 
Corporation in Santa Fe, New Mexico, where he will have the opportunity to implement his 
research.  His plan upon graduation is to pursue his doctoral degree.   
 

Adam Gilbert 
Adam has had a great experience attending WKU.  He hopes to remain in the Bowling Green 
area as he has come to love living in the town 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
** Awards made through the generosity of the Fruit of the Loom Corporation. 



 
Department of Engineering 
Dr. Julie Ellis, Department Head 

 
 

Award for Academic Excellence in Civil Engineering 
In recognition of outstanding academic achievements in the Civil Engineering program at Western 

Kentucky University. 
 

Tyler Quinn Sheffield 
Tyler Sheffield receives the Award for Academic Excellence in Civil Engineering for his 
outstanding academic performance at WKU.  Tyler is the co-captain of the 2014 Concrete Canoe 
Team which competed in the Ohio Valley Student Conference competition in March.  He was 
awarded the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet Engineering Scholarship in the fall of 2010.  Tyler 
is also a member of Tau Beta Pi Engineering Honor Society, Kentucky Gamma Chapter.  His 
future plans are to go to graduate school and obtain his master’s degree in civil engineering and 
then begin full time employment with the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet. 
 

John Russell Award in Civil Engineering 
In recognition of the civil engineering student who best exemplifies John Russell’s vision of students 

actively engaged in the practice of engineering at Western Kentucky University. 
 

A. Jacob Martin 
Jacob Martin receives the John Russell Award in Civil Engineering based upon his outstanding 
performance in executing engineering projects while at WKU.  Jacob will be graduating in May 
with plans to work for an engineering firm in Lexington, Kentucky.  Jacob is a co-captain of the 
2014 WKU Steel Bridge Team that has qualified for and will be competing in the AISC National 
Steel Bridge Competition in May.  As co-captain Jacob has been a key part in the design, 
analysis, fabrication and construction of the WKU Steel Bridge.  Jacob has also been active in 
the community by volunteering with Relay for Life, Habitat for Humanity, and food banks in his 
home town of Shelbyville Kentucky. 
 

John Michael Simpson 
Michael Simpson receives the John Russell Award in Civil Engineering based upon his 
outstanding performance in executing engineering projects while at WKU.  Michael will be 
graduating with a minor in Land Surveying.  He was the co-captain of the 2014 Concrete Canoe 
Team.  He was in charge of the project management and problem solving dealing with the canoe.  
His responsibilities included troubleshooting any problems that developed, canoe pouring and 
finishing, and assisting with the new no bulkhead design.  After graduation, Michael plans to 
obtain a position working in geotechnical engineering and land surveying. 
 

Award for Academic Excellence in Electrical Engineering 
In recognition of outstanding academic achievements in the Electrical Engineering program at Western 

Kentucky University. 
 

Joseph Clint Malone 
Clint Malone receives the Award for Academic Excellence in Electrical Engineering for his 
outstanding academic performance at WKU.  He is a member of the Tau Beta Pi honor society 



and the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers.  His senior project involved the 
research and implementation of modern microprocessor based relays with fiber optic 
communication in an outdated substation for Warren RECC.  Clint graduates this spring and will 
go to work full time this summer for Southwest Tennessee Electric Membership Corporation 
where he held an internship over this past winter.  
 

John Russell Award in Electrical Engineering 
In recognition of the electrical engineering student who best exemplifies John Russell’s vision of 

students actively engaged in the practice of engineering at Western Kentucky University. 
 

Devon C. Woosley 
Devon Woosley receives the John Russell Award in Electrical Engineering based upon his 
outstanding performance in executing engineering projects while at WKU.  His senior project 
involved modernizing a substation with electronic relays and fiber-optic communications. He is a 
member of Tau Beta Pi Engineering Honor Society, Kentucky Gamma Chapter, and the president 
of the student chapter of the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE).  Devon is 
also an IEEE Power & Energy Society Scholar. 
 
Devon has worked with the engineering and operations departments at Warren Rural Electric 
Cooperative Corporation during his three year co-op in electrical engineering.  He graduates 
this spring and plans to pursue a career in power systems or manufacturing automation. 
  

Most Outstanding Junior in Electrical Engineering 
In recognition of exceptional accomplishment and leadership in the Electrical Engineering Program at 

Western Kentucky University. 
 

Jacob Hopkins 
Jacob Hopkins receives the Award for Most Outstanding Junior in Electrical Engineering for his 
outstanding performance during his junior year at WKU.  He is a member of Tau Beta Pi 
Engineering Honor Society, Kentucky Gamma Chapter, and is a recipient of the Award of 
Excellence Scholarship at WKU.  He interned at Logan Aluminum in Russellville, KY.  Jacob will 
graduate in May 2015 and plans to enter the electrical engineering field specializing in controls 
and automation.  In addition, he is also the vice president of the WKU Hilltopper Bass Club and 
represents Western Kentucky University in competitive college bass fishing circuits. 

 
Larkin Heintzman 

Larkin Heintzman receives the Outstanding Junior in Electrical Engineering Award based upon 
his excellent academic performance at WKU.  He will graduate from WKU in 2015 and hopes to 
specialize in robotics.  He is a student member of the Institute of Electrical and Electronics 
Engineers (IEEE) and a member of the team of electrical engineering students that competed in 
the IEEE SoutheastCon robot competition last year.  He currently works at the WKU Applied 
Physics Institute. 
 

Most Outstanding Sophomore in Electrical Engineering 
In recognition of exceptional accomplishment in the Electrical Engineering Program at Western 

Kentucky University. 
 

Molly Shircliff 
Molly Shircliff receives the Most Outstanding Sophomore in Electrical Engineering Award based 
on her excellent academic performance at WKU.  She will graduate from WKU Honors College 



in 2016 with degrees in both electrical engineering and Spanish.  She hopes to utilize her passion 
for languages to work as an engineer abroad and at home.  She is a member of Tau Beta Pi 
Engineering Honor Society, Kentucky Gamma Chapter, and a research assistant for a National 
Science Foundation funded research project led by electrical engineering faculty, Dr. Farhad 
Ashrafzadeh. 

 
Evan McCasland Award in Mechanical Engineering 

In recognition of significant professional growth and demonstrated accomplishments exemplifying the 
mission of the Mechanical Engineering program at Western Kentucky University. 

 
John Wade Runyon 

John Runyon receives the Evan McCasland Award in Mechanical Engineering based upon his 
outstanding performance in executing engineering projects while at WKU.  He has spent the last 
two years working under Professor Joel Lenoir pursuing research in the areas of photorealistic 
rendering and high capacity aerial photography, focused on multi-rotors for Virtual Engineering 
Applications, with the latter sponsored by the Office of Research through a 2013 Fuse Grant.  He 
has presented his project work at the 2013 and 2014 American Society for Engineering Education 
Southeast (ASEE SE) Regional, 2013 American Society of Mechanical Engineering District and 
the 2013 and 2014 WKU Student Research Conferences.  His presentations won first place 
awards at the 2013 ASEE SE and the 2014 WKU Student Research Conferences. 
 
Upon graduation, John will begin work at Daicel Safety Systems of America located in Beaver 
Dam, Kentucky, under contract for the next two years.  After gaining field experience, he plans to 
return to school to pursue his Master’s and ultimately acquire his Ph.D. in Mechanical 
Engineering. 

 
John Russell Award in Mechanical Engineering 

In recognition of outstanding academic and professional achievements in the Mechanical Engineering 
program at Western Kentucky University. 

 
Darren Tinker 

Darren Tinker receives the John Russell Award for Academic Excellence in Mechanical 
Engineering for his outstanding academic performance at WKU.  Darren is a senior Honors 
College student from Bowling Green, Kentucky majoring in mechanical engineering with minors 
in mathematics and systems engineering.  He is a member of and serves as the president of Tau 
Beta Pi Engineering Honor Society, Kentucky Gamma Chapter, and is a student member of and 
serves as the vice-president of the student chapter of the American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers.  He has presented his research at the 2013 American Society of Mechanical 
Engineering District, 2014 American Society for Engineering Education (ASEE SE) Southeast 
Regional and the 2014 WKU Student Research Conferences. 
 
In addition, he has studied abroad in both Central Europe and Central America, played 
competitively with the WKU Paintball Club, participated in a summer internship at Florida State 
University and has been an active member of the WKU engineering community.  Post-graduation, 
Darren will pursue his doctorate in mechanical engineering at Vanderbilt University in 
combustion research. 
 
 

 



 
Department of Geography & Geology 
Dr. David Keeling, Department Head 

 
 

Outstanding Geoscience Graduate Student Award 
 

Beth Tyrie 
Beth Tyrie graduated from Wofford College with a B.S. in Biology with an emphasis in 
Computational Science. Her previous research experience includes working as the first 
computational intern in the Roger T. Hanlon lab at the Marine Biological Laboratory, studying 
Peacock flounder camouflage in the Caribbean at the Bonaire CIEE Research Station. She also 
received an NIH Intramural Research Training Award to work as a post-baccalaureate NIH 
research fellow in the Biomedical Imaging Research Services Section. As a Geoscience graduate 
student, she worked with graduate advisor, Dr. Leslie North, on combining quantitative eye-
tracking and GIS techniques with qualitative research methods to investigate how people 
interpret 2D and 3D karst environment static visualizations. This research was partially funded 
through a WKU Student Research Grant. Her thesis work has been presented at Geological 
Society of America and American Association of Geographers conferences.  
She was awarded first place in the Geography graduate research competition at the Kentucky 
Academy of Sciences 2013 conference. Beth also works part-time as a software developer for 
Fruit of the Loom, Inc. and received the Fruit of the Loom Operational Excellence Award for 
creating a FOTL GIS international agent-based, supply chain simulation. Additionally, through 
her devotion to sharing her knowledge and excitement for STEM-related disciplines, Beth was a 
“Successful Women in STEM” panelist in the Kentucky Girls STEM Collaborative 2012 
Conference, a keynote speaker and instructor at Kentucky Girls STEM Day, an instructor of the 
WKU Super Saturdays course titled “Under our Feet” for 3rd and 4th graders, and an instructor 
for WKU’s Summer Camp for Academically Talented Middle School Students. 
 

L. Michael Trapasso Outstanding Senior Award  
in Meteorology 

 
Austin Boys 

Austin Boys is one of the most decorated seniors in the history of the Meteorology Program. He 
won four scholarships totaling over $10,000, including nationally competitive scholarships from 
the American Meteorological Society, the National Weather Association, and the department’s 
Geography Excellence Academic Scholarship. In 2012-13 Austin served as Director of the WKU 
StormTopper Network, which is a student-run, volunteer organization that partners with Warren 
County Emergency Management to provide local decision makers with severe weather 
information. As Director of StormToppers, Austin worked with WKU Health and Safety officials 
and the National Weather Service to make WKU a Storm-Ready Campus. He has produced 
dozens of online weather forecasts in his work with the WKU StormTopper Network and the 
WKU Meteorology blog. As a sophomore he participated in a research project and presented his 
findings at two conferences, winning 1st place at the Kentucky Academy of Science meeting in the 
Geography undergraduate paper competition in 2011. In the fall of 2014, Austin will begin the 
Business Analytics Master’s Program at the University of Tennessee. 
 
 

 
Department of Geography & Geology 
Dr. David Keeling, Department Head 

 
 

Outstanding Geoscience Graduate Student Award 
 

Beth Tyrie 
Beth Tyrie graduated from Wofford College with a B.S. in Biology with an emphasis in 
Computational Science. Her previous research experience includes working as the first 
computational intern in the Roger T. Hanlon lab at the Marine Biological Laboratory, studying 
Peacock flounder camouflage in the Caribbean at the Bonaire CIEE Research Station. She also 
received an NIH Intramural Research Training Award to work as a post-baccalaureate NIH 
research fellow in the Biomedical Imaging Research Services Section. As a Geoscience graduate 
student, she worked with graduate advisor, Dr. Leslie North, on combining quantitative eye-
tracking and GIS techniques with qualitative research methods to investigate how people 
interpret 2D and 3D karst environment static visualizations. This research was partially funded 
through a WKU Student Research Grant. Her thesis work has been presented at Geological 
Society of America and American Association of Geographers conferences.  
She was awarded first place in the Geography graduate research competition at the Kentucky 
Academy of Sciences 2013 conference. Beth also works part-time as a software developer for 
Fruit of the Loom, Inc. and received the Fruit of the Loom Operational Excellence Award for 
creating a FOTL GIS international agent-based, supply chain simulation. Additionally, through 
her devotion to sharing her knowledge and excitement for STEM-related disciplines, Beth was a 
“Successful Women in STEM” panelist in the Kentucky Girls STEM Collaborative 2012 
Conference, a keynote speaker and instructor at Kentucky Girls STEM Day, an instructor of the 
WKU Super Saturdays course titled “Under our Feet” for 3rd and 4th graders, and an instructor 
for WKU’s Summer Camp for Academically Talented Middle School Students. 
 

L. Michael Trapasso Outstanding Senior Award  
in Meteorology 

 
Austin Boys 

Austin Boys is one of the most decorated seniors in the history of the Meteorology Program. He 
won four scholarships totaling over $10,000, including nationally competitive scholarships from 
the American Meteorological Society, the National Weather Association, and the department’s 
Geography Excellence Academic Scholarship. In 2012-13 Austin served as Director of the WKU 
StormTopper Network, which is a student-run, volunteer organization that partners with Warren 
County Emergency Management to provide local decision makers with severe weather 
information. As Director of StormToppers, Austin worked with WKU Health and Safety officials 
and the National Weather Service to make WKU a Storm-Ready Campus. He has produced 
dozens of online weather forecasts in his work with the WKU StormTopper Network and the 
WKU Meteorology blog. As a sophomore he participated in a research project and presented his 
findings at two conferences, winning 1st place at the Kentucky Academy of Science meeting in the 
Geography undergraduate paper competition in 2011. In the fall of 2014, Austin will begin the 
Business Analytics Master’s Program at the University of Tennessee. 
 
 



 
Outstanding Undergraduate Award in Geography 

 
Karissa Grammer 

Karissa Grammer has been selected by the faculty as the outstanding undergraduate in 
Geography, and also is the recipient of a Geography Academic Excellence Scholarship. Faculty 
noted that Karissa has limitless potential and are certain that she will enjoy much success in her 
career and make meaningful contributions to her community in the years to come. Faculty noted 
that if Karissa is given a task, she runs with it and usually goes above and beyond expectations. 
Karissa has excelled in the classroom in her scholarship and leadership.  She has a lively interest 
in a number of geographic arenas, including cultural geography, urban planning, environmental 
change, and GIS. For example, Karissa has always been willing to spend the extra time needed to 
make sure a group research project is done correctly. In one class, she spent many hours 
combing through Warren County Courthouse archives for historical documents she needed to 
understand landscape change along Bowling Green’s State Street.  It was a slow and tedious task 
but she kept digging long after others gave up.  Karissa has demonstrated this type of initiative in 
all her classes—everything from climate studies to urban geography. 
Karissa also actively seeks out challenges beyond the walls of WKU.  She is adding to her 
professional development through an internship with the City-County Planning Commission of 
Warren County.  Karissa also expanded her geographic horizons with an internship in Ecuador, 
and studied abroad in the KIIS Chile program. 
 

Syed Reza Ahsan Outstanding Senior Award in GIS 
 

Preston Dallas 
Preston Dallas is recognized as the Syed Reza Ahsan Outstanding Senior in GIS for his 
dedication and professionalism in geographic information systems and science. He has assisted 
project managers in WKU’s Planning, Design and Construction office with a strong work ethic, a 
positive attitude, and a willingness to learn and apply GIS in a practical setting. While at the 
PDC, he conducted GPS data collection and geo-processed data for all of WKU’s campuses with 
great success. His contributions to PDC have been in the development of design standards for 
GPS data collection and database management for implementation in a GIS environment. He 
also aided in the creation of geospatial data for an Enterprise GIS, as well as modeling WKU’s 
main campus in a 3-D GIS. 
 

Judson Roy Griffin Outstanding Senior Award in Geology 
 

William Travis Garmon 
William Travis Garmon is graduating from WKU with two majors, one in Geology (professional 
major) and the other in Geography. He has also successfully completed minors in Flood Plain 
Management, Water Resources, and Environmental Studies. Travis is the current President of the 
Geology Club and has initiated projects such as designing and making Christmas-Tree 
ornaments from earth materials (rocks, minerals, and fossils) and decorating a Christmas tree in 
the Kentucky Building. He has overseen activities such as hiking and sample collecting trips, rock 
and mineral Sales, soup & sandwich sales, and the regular Geology Club meetings. 
 
Travis completed an REU at the University of Minnesota over the 2012 summer, working in the 
National Center for Earth-Surface Dynamics on karst springsheds in Minnesota, and presented 
his research at the national GSA conference in Charlotte, NC. He also worked on archiving the 
University of Minnesota meteorite collection, and was a co-author on another paper at the same 



meeting. More recently, he has been researching origins of Mississippi Valley Type (MVT) Pb-Zn 
ore deposits in the Burkesville, KY, area and has travelled twice to the University of Missouri-
Columbia to study fluid inclusions in ores using their Linkam heating and cooling stage and the 
University of Missouri Research Reactor. Travis presented aspects of his research at the recent 
WKU Student Research Conference. He has been accepted into the WKU Graduate Program in 
Geosciences, where he expects to continue his research on MVT Pb-Zn deposits. 

 
 

Academic Year 2013/2014 Scholarship Recipients 
 

The James & Avo Taylor Academic Scholarship 
Emily A. Thornton  - Brentwood, TN 

 
The Stanley Sides Geography Excellence Academic Scholarship 

Leland Neeper - Morehead, KY 
 

The Dr. James Leslie Davis Scholarship for Geographical Science 
Brittiny Moore - Dodge City, KS 

 
The Dr. Syed Reza Ashan Memorial Scholarship for Remote Sensing 

and Spatial Analysis 
Blake Neumann - Richmond, KY 

 
Gildersleeve Geology Excellence Academic Scholarship 

Natasha Patterson  - Greenbrier, TN 
Erin McWilliams - Albany, KY 

 
Geography Excellence Academic Scholarship 

Michael Flanigan - Waxahachie, TX 
Matthew Riggle - Madison, AL 

Paulina Littlefield - Rexburg, ID 
Christopher Johnson - Lexington, KY 

Erik Smith - Russellville, KY 
Ryan Difani  - Pocahontas, AR 
Tori Schow - Old Hickory, TN 

Christopher Reece - Lexington, KY 
Isaac Bowers - Aurora, IN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Department of Mathematics 
Dr. Bruce Kessler, Department Head 

 
 

Outstanding Graduate Student Award 
Awarded to a graduating Master of Science degree student 

 
Mahdi Bandegi 

Mahdi is grateful to the mathematics professors and staff for their help and encouragement and 
for providing him an excellent opportunity to pursue his interest and enhance his knowledge.  He 
enjoyed sharpening his teaching skills as a graduate teacher.  He will continue his research in a 
PhD program and hopes to one day give back, and teach students who have a thirst for learning 
and growing. 
 

Henry M. and Zula G. Yarbrough Award in Mathematics* 
Awarded to an outstanding graduating mathematics major 

 
Bekka Ross 

Bekka has worked on campus as a student tutor as well as at the Student Government 
Association, both of which provided her with the opportunity to meet different kinds of people and 
to experience the diversity on which WKU prides itself.  She was influenced by Dr. Tom 
Richmond and Dr. Molly Dunkum, who showed her that math can be fun and encouraged her to 
excel in mathematics, and by her parents Mark and Kara, who provided encouragement and 
support to always do her best in her undergraduate career at WKU.  She presented her senior 
research project at the WKU Mathematics Symposium, and after graduation, plans to pursue a 
Masters in Applied Economics here at WKU. 
 

Pauline Lowman Memorial Secondary Education Award* 
Awarded to an outstanding graduating secondary education mathematics major 

 
Erin Reyes 

Erin is grateful to God, her family, and her professors for helping her get where she is today.  
Majoring in Mathematics, Science and Math Education and Middle Grades Math, she is a 
member of Omega Phi Alpha National Service Sorority and the honorary mathematics society Pi 
Mu Epsilon. She was a tutor at The Learning Center on campus for two years and is a recipient 
of the Robert Noyce Scholarship. Upon graduating she plans to find a job teaching either high 
school or middle school. 
 

Hugh F. and Katherine A. Johnson Award in Mathematics* 
Awarded to an outstanding third-year mathematics major 

 
Samantha McKean 

Samantha is a former student of the Gatton Academy and is among the first class of Mathematics 
Ambassadors selected by the Department of Mathematics.  She is influenced by punk rock music 
and coffee.  After completing her undergraduate degree, she plans to attend law school.  
 



 
The Pi Mu Epsilon Award 

Awarded to an outstanding second-year mathematics major 
 

Hannah Keith 
Hannah’s first two years at WKU were exciting, providing a wealth of new opportunities. She 
would like to thank my math professors for not only deepening her understanding and 
appreciation of mathematics, but also for challenging her to explore her capabilities. Her three 
semesters in the SKyTeach program have confirmed her desire to teach high school mathematics. 
She is a member of the Honors College and is currently doing research on the effects of different 
pedagogical styles and teacher characteristics in college mathematics with her educational 
psychology professor, Dr. Lisa Duffin. 
 

The Robert C. Bueker Mathematics Award* 
Awarded to an outstanding first-year mathematics major 

 
Christine Burkeen 

Christine is from Bowling Green, KY and is very excited to be attending WKU and majoring in 
Math and Education. She is a member of the Big Red Marching Band Color Guard. 
 

Fruit of the Loom Mathematics Awards** 
Awarded to exceptional graduate and undergraduate mathematics majors 

 
Meltem Uyanik 

Meltem has enjoyed broadening her horizons during her two semesters at WKU.  She would like 
to thank her family and professors for helping her succeed. She hopes to continue to improve and 
plans to pursue a PhD. in Mathematics. 
 

Lindsey Traughber 
Currently student teaching in Italy, Lindsey has enjoyed her time here at Western and will miss it very 
much next year.  Her future plans, as of now, include completing a Master’s Degree in Mathematics 
through WKU and obtaining a teaching position at a local high school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 *Award made through the efforts of the College Heights Foundation  
 **Awards made through the generosity of the Fruit of the Loom Corporation 

 

 
The Pi Mu Epsilon Award 

Awarded to an outstanding second-year mathematics major 
 

Hannah Keith 
Hannah’s first two years at WKU were exciting, providing a wealth of new opportunities. She 
would like to thank my math professors for not only deepening her understanding and 
appreciation of mathematics, but also for challenging her to explore her capabilities. Her three 
semesters in the SKyTeach program have confirmed her desire to teach high school mathematics. 
She is a member of the Honors College and is currently doing research on the effects of different 
pedagogical styles and teacher characteristics in college mathematics with her educational 
psychology professor, Dr. Lisa Duffin. 
 

The Robert C. Bueker Mathematics Award* 
Awarded to an outstanding first-year mathematics major 

 
Christine Burkeen 

Christine is from Bowling Green, KY and is very excited to be attending WKU and majoring in 
Math and Education. She is a member of the Big Red Marching Band Color Guard. 
 

Fruit of the Loom Mathematics Awards** 
Awarded to exceptional graduate and undergraduate mathematics majors 

 
Meltem Uyanik 

Meltem has enjoyed broadening her horizons during her two semesters at WKU.  She would like 
to thank her family and professors for helping her succeed. She hopes to continue to improve and 
plans to pursue a PhD. in Mathematics. 
 

Lindsey Traughber 
Currently student teaching in Italy, Lindsey has enjoyed her time here at Western and will miss it very 
much next year.  Her future plans, as of now, include completing a Master’s Degree in Mathematics 
through WKU and obtaining a teaching position at a local high school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 *Award made through the efforts of the College Heights Foundation  
 **Awards made through the generosity of the Fruit of the Loom Corporation 

 



 
Department of Physics & Astronomy 
Dr. Keith Andrew, Department Head 

 
 

Dr. George V. and Sadie Skiles Page Award  
for Excellence Scholarship* 

Awarded to the graduating physics major with the highest academic standing. 
 

Jamey L. Yadon 
Jamey Yadon receives the Page Award for Excellence in Scholarship based upon his outstanding 
academic record while a student at WKU.  He will graduate this spring with majors in Physics and 
Religious Studies and a minor in Mathematics.  Jamey is a member of the WKU chapter of the 
national honor society for physics Sigma Pi Sigma and is active in the WKU Society of Physics 
Students.  After graduation Jamey plans to pursue a graduate degree at the Truett Theological 
Seminary at Baylor University. 
 

 
Dr. Randall Harper Award for Outstanding Research in 

Physics and Astronomy* 
Awarded to the junior or senior student with research exhibiting significance, effort,  

originality, and creativity. 
 

Mary Elizabeth Spraggs 
Mary Spraggs, a junior physics major with a minor in astronomy, works with Dr. Steven Gibson 
as an undergraduate research assistant on Galactic radio astronomy.  Mary receives this award 
for her work on the properties of interstellar clouds of hydrogen gas that are cooling, 
condensing, and forming molecules as a first step toward the formation of new stars.  She has 
measured the temperature, density, and molecular content of clouds in our Galaxy using infrared 
data from the Planck cosmology satellite and several ground-based radio telescope spectral line 
surveys.  Mary has presented her work at multiple conferences, including the American 
Astronomical Society, the Southeast Section of the American Physical Society, and the Kentucky 
Academy of Science.  A graduate of the Gatton Academy, she has been an active participant in 
WKU's Society of Physics Students, the Hilltopper Astronomy Club, Big Brothers/Big Sisters, and 
physics tutoring, and she assists regularly with setting up low-frequency radio equipment at 
WKU's Bell Observatory to monitor magnetospheric storms around the planet Jupiter.  Mary has 
accepted an NSF-REU internship this summer at MIT's Haystack Observatory. 
 

Dr. Douglas Humphrey Award for Outstanding Service* 
Awarded to the junior or senior student with a record of service within the department and to science 

outreach to the community. 
 

Samuel Thomas White 
Sam White, a senior with majors in Physics and Chemistry, receives the Humphrey service award 
because of the overall good citizenship he portrays in his interactions with faculty and students in 
the department.  Most significantly Sam has been an outstanding Learning Assistant in our 
University Physics Laboratory since we began using student assistants in a revised curriculum a 
few years ago.  In this role, Sam goes above and beyond his expected duties and is a role model 
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for new Learning Assistants coming into the program.  In addition, Sam has performed research 
in Chemistry under the supervision of Dr. Matthew Nee.  Sam’s latest work involves 
measurements of Raman spectra of solutions of nitrate ions.  His work is focused on obtaining a 
better understanding of the photolysis of the nitrate ion, which has important implications in 
snow chemistry. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Awards made through the efforts of the College Heights Foundation. 

 



 
Department of Psychological Sciences 
Dr. Elizabeth Lemerise, Interim Department Head 

 
 

Outstanding Psychological Science Graduate Student 
 

Kerry D. Duck 
Kerry will receive his MA degree in May 2014 with a concentration in Psychological Science.  
Kerry has worked in Dr. Steve Wininger’s Motivation Lab conducting research on self-
regulation, music as an ergonomic aid for aerobic activities and the impact of competition across 
academic and athletic contexts.  Kerry has presented research at four regional and one national 
conference.  Kerry’s thesis was a five year longitudinal study that examined the rate of change 
and the impact of a problem-based learning intervention on student interest in mathematics.  
Kerry has served as a graduate teaching assistant for the Psychology Research Methods labs 
since January 2013.  This fall, Kerry will begin work on his Ph.D. in Educational Psychology at 
the University of Northern Colorado.   

 
Outstanding Industrial-Organizational Psychology 

 Graduate Student 
 

Jessica L. Johnston-Fisher 
Jessica will receive her MA in May 2014 with a concentration in Industrial-Organizational 
Psychology.  She has earned a perfect 4.0 GPA.  Jessica completed an internship with The 
Learning Center of the Virginia Department of Transportation in Richmond, VA, where she 
conducted program evaluation, researched and documented best practices in the transportation 
industry and designed and delivered workplace training.  Jessica’s thesis research investigated 
the effects of individual and organizational level antecedents of incivility on burnout and 
intentions to quit.  Jessica has conducted applied research including a job analysis for the 
Director of Study Abroad, a validation study for the job of production technician, a program 
evaluation for the WKU Leadership Studies Program, and the redesign of a web course for Kent 
State Workforce Development.  Jessica has served as a graduate teaching assistant for the 
Psychology Research Methods labs since January 2013.  She plans to pursue a career in an 
applied research firm, and to enter an I-O Psychology doctoral program within the next three 
years.   

 
Tessa Seidler 

Tessa will receive her M.A. in Psychology in May 2014 with a concentration in Industrial-
Organizational Psychology.  Tessa has worked with Dr. Amber Schroeder contributing to 
research examining the validity of online social networking in organizational settings, legal 
considerations of the use of social networking by organizations, and the impact of emotional 
energy regulation on reactions to gender discrimination.  Tessa has presented at three national 
or international conferences and received the Best Graduate Poster at the 2014 WKU REACH 
Conference.  Her thesis research examined the effects of emotional intelligence and physical 
attractiveness on employee evaluations which provide a better understanding of sources of bias 
in evaluations of applicants and employees.  Tessa has completed an internship at HD Supply 
Corporate Headquarters in Atlanta, GA, where she worked on designing and developing training 
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programs.  She has been working for Talent Quest, an HR consulting firm in Atlanta, since 
December 2013.  Upon graduation, Tessa plans to work in Human Resources consulting and is 
considering applying to Ph.D. programs in I-O Psychology.   



 
2013/2014 National Scholarship Award Winners 

 
Goldwater 

John Andrew Cliburn, Gatton Academy of Mathematics & Science 
Nitin Krishna, Gatton Academy of Mathematics & Science 

Megan Laffoon, Biology 
Gretchen Walch, Gatton Academy of Mathematics & Science (Honorable Mention) 

 
Marshall Scholarship  

Sarah Schrader – Biology, Chemistry, Chinese - Finalist 
 

Rhodes Scholarship 
Sarah Schrader – Biology, Chemistry, Chinese - Finalist 

 
Gates Cambridge Scholarship 

Sarah Schrader – Biology, Chemistry, Chinese - Finalist 
 

NIH Oxford-Cambridge Scholarship 
Chad Coomer – Biology, Chemistry 

 
National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship 

Sarah Schrader – Biology, Chemistry, Chinese 
 

Fulbright U.S. Student Program 
 

Chad Coomer – Biology, Chemistry - United Kingdom 
Clarice Esch – Agriculture – Finalist for Costa Rica 

Jon Hendrie – Biochemistry - Germany 
 

Princeton in Africa 
Rachel Beyke – Biology - Finalist 

 
DAAD Study Scholarship 

Jon Hendrie - Biochemistry 
 

Gilman International Scholarship 
Paige Hughart – Biology - Turkey 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

2014 Outstanding Graduate Student 
Ogden College of Science and Engineering 

 
Monic Shah – Chemistry 

 
Nicholas Levis – Biology (Honorable Mention) 

Beth Tyrie – Geography & Geology (Honorable Mention) 
 
 
 
 

2014 Ogden College Faculty Awards 
 

Teaching – Dr. Summer Bateiha 
Mathematics 

 
Research/Creativity – Dr. Rezaul Mahmood 

Geography & Geology 
 

Public Service – Dr. Bryan Reaka 
Architectural & Manufacturing Sciences 

 
Student Advisement – Dr. Steve Huskey 

Biology 
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The History of Ogden College 
 

 
 

Ogden College was created pursuant to the will of Robert W. Ogden (April 1, 1815-
November 10, 1873,) a wealthy farmer and businessman who bequeathed the bulk of his 
estate for the establishment of an endowed school in Bowling Green to provide free 
education to young men of Warren County.  His executors were designated regents, with 
power to appoint their successors as well as a Board of Trustees. 
 
Ogden College opened on September 3, 1877, and was formally chartered on March 8, 
1878.  Its main building was Ogden Hall, formerly the Thomas C. Calvert house and site 
of the defunct Warren College.  In 1922, a donation by C. Perry Snell made possible the 
construction of another classroom building, dedicated in 1924 as Snell Hall. 
 
Ogden College offered both college and preparatory work, although college-level work 
was suspended from 1902 to 1904 due to declining enrollment.  Ogden's largest 
enrollment was 162 in 1918.  Endowment income, however, became increasingly 
inadequate to cover expenses, and in 1925, the college failed to achieve the accreditation 
necessary to allow it to compete with institutions like Western Kentucky State Normal 
and Teachers College. 
 
On November 19, 1927, Ogden's governing board signed a merger agreement with 
Western Kentucky State Teachers College, effective January 2, 1928.  The Ogden 
campus was leased to Western and the Ogden name was perpetuated in Western's Ogden 
Department of Science (now the Ogden College of Science & Engineering.)  The 
endowment was significantly enlarged in 1939 by a bequest under the will of R. C. P. 
Thomas and continues to be used to provide scholarships and awards to Western students. 
 

Ogden College of Science and Engineering 
Western Kentucky University 
1906 College Heights Blvd. 
Bowling Green, KY 42101 

(270) 745-4449 
 


