WKU Educational Leadership Doctoral Program

Fall 2011 Graduates



	 Name
	Dan Costellow

	Area of Study (Strand)
	P-12 Administrative Leadership

	Current Job Position
	Currently the Assistant Principal at South Warren Middle School (2nd year).  Previously taught agriculture at Warren East High School for 15 years.

	Educational Background
	Graduate of Logan County High School.  Received Bachelor’s Degree in Agricultural Education, Master’s Degree in Secondary Education, and Rank I in school administration – all from WKU

	Dissertation Topic
	Title:  The Preferred Principal:  Leadership Traits, Behaviors, and Gender Characteristics School Teachers Desire in a Building Leader.  Surveyed 2,802 public school teachers in levels K-12 from 32 school districts to determine their preferences for a principal in regard to gender, leadership traits, and leadership behaviors.  Also, surveyed 129 principals from the same school districts to determine which leadership traits they felt were most important and to examine which leadership behaviors they most often exhibited.  Discovered that most teachers generally prefer a transformational leadership style, and the majority has no preference in regard to gender.  Both teachers and administrators chose Communication, Visibility, Focus, Discipline, and Culture as their most highly desired leadership traits for a principal to exhibit. 

	What’s Next for You?
	I’m ready to lead a school as principal and to continue developing my knowledge in literacy, instruction, and new educational standards.


	Name
	Cindy L. Ehresman

	Area of Study (Strand)
	Postsecondary Leadership

	Current Job Position
	Program Coordinator, WKU Center for Leadership Excellence

	Educational Background
	Warren East High School (1975), BS Institutional Administration (Hotel/Restaurant Management with a Business Administration minor) from WKU in 1982, MA Communication from WKU 2006, Graduate Leadership Certificate from WKU 2007

	Dissertation Topic
	Contributions of the Kentucky Comprehensive Universities to the Goals of Postsecondary Education Reform

	What’s Next for You?
	Continuing in my present position coordinating the Leadership Studies program, continuing to teach leadership courses each semester, and extending my dissertation research


	Name
	Tracy Inman

	Area of Study (Strand)
	Teacher Leadership

	Current Job Position
	Associate Director of The Center for Gifted Studies, Western Kentucky University

	Educational Background
	Tracy earned a Bachelor of Arts in English graduating summa cum laude in 1986 as both Ogden Scholar and Scholar of Potter College.  Her studies continued at WKU with a certification in Secondary Education in 1988, Masters of Arts in Education in 1992, and an Endorsement in Gifted Education in 2001.

	Dissertation Topic
	Tracy’s dissertation, The Effects of Problem-Based Learning in Math and Science on High Potential Elementary School Students, stemmed from Project GEMS (Gifted Education in Math and Science), a federally-funded grant through the Jacob K. Javits Gifted and Talented Students Education Act awarded to The Center for Gifted Studies in partnership with Warren County Schools.  Results from this multi-year study indicated significant growth in both science process skills and math achievement for students receiving instruction via problem-based learning.

	What’s Next for You?
	Tracy and her dissertation chair and colleague, Dr. Julia Link Roberts, are currently working on their third book together, The Differentiation Survival Guide, through Prufrock Press scheduled to be released in fall of 2012.  She co-edited the book Parenting Gifted Children: The Authoritative Guide from the National Association for Gifted Children, a compilation of the best articles in Parenting for High Potential, which won the Legacy Book Award from the Texas Association for the Gifted and Talented this December.  Tracy plans to continue her work with gifted children, their parents, and their educators as Associate Director for The Center for Gifted Studies.


	Name
	Penelope S. Logsdon

	Area of Study (Strand)
	Postsecondary Leadership

	Current Job Position
	Radiography Program Director at Elizabethtown Community and Technical College

	Educational Background
	AAS in Radiologic Technology (UK), BS in Allied Health Education (WKU), MA in Higher Education Administration (UL)

	Dissertation Topic
	Caring, Interaction, and Active Teaching Strategies: Factors that Contribute to the Success of Associate Degree Nursing Students

	What’s Next for You?
	Continue in my current position while I explore opportunities for leadership within KCTCS


	Name
	Lee Maglinger

	Area of Study (Strand)
	Organizational Leadership

	Current Job Position
	Corrections Program Administrator, Department for Corrections/Division for Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services and adjunct for WKU

	Educational Background
	BS Psychology (Indiana State University); MS Counseling (Murray State University); MTS Theology (St. Meinrad’s School of Theology); Ed.S. Counseling (WKU); Ed.D. Education (WKU)

	Dissertation Topic
	Assessing the Efficacy of a Therapeutic Community on the Reduction of Institutional Write-Ups in a Medium Security Prison

	What’s Next for You?
	Not sure at this point – perhaps retirement


	Name
	Sheri Roberts McGuffin

	Area of Study (Strand)
	P-12 Administration

	Current Job Position
	Math/Computer Science Instructor, Nelson County High School in Bardstown, KY; Adjunct Professor in Education at St. Catharine College in St. Catharine, KY

	Educational Background
	BA Mathematics from WKU in 1992; MAE in Mathematics Education from WKU in 2000; MA in Clinical Psychology from U of L in 2006, Ed.D. in Educational Leadership from WKU in August 2011

	Dissertation Topic
	Exploring the Direct and Indirect Effects of School Leadership on Student Achievement in Kentucky High Schools

	What’s Next for You?
	Continue teaching at both the high school and college levels; working with St. Catharine College to prepare elementary and middle school teachers to teach mathematics; independent statistical consulting and research.


	Name
	Donna Renaud

	Area of Study (Strand)
	Organizational Leadership

	Current Job Position
	Instructor, Department of Communications, WKU

	Educational Background
	BA Corporate and Organizational Communication, WKU; MA Communication, WKU

	Dissertation Topic
	An Analysis of Burmese and Iraqi Resettlement Location and Assimilation in a Mid-sized City: Implications for Educational and Other Community Leaders

	What’s Next for You?
	Pursuing options in an educational leadership position


	Name
	Leigh Anne Roden

	Area of Study (Strand)
	P-12 Administrative Leadership

	Current Job Position
	Speech-Language Pathologist and Literacy Lab Coordinator for Barren County Schools, Part-Time Speech-Language Pathologist for First Steps, and PRN Speech-Language Pathologist for The Medical Center in Bowling Green

	Educational Background
	Roden graduated from Metcalfe County High School in 2003 then attended WKU where she received a Bachelor’s, Master’s, and Rank I in Communication Disorders and the Director of Special Education certification

	Dissertation Topic
	Roden’s dissertation, Response to Autism: An Assessment of Services for Students with Autism in Kentucky’s Public Schools, was a descriptive study that examined the current implementation level of school-based autism services in Kentucky.  “It is my hope that participating school districts will use the information gained from the study to improve the autism programs within their schools.  Dissemination of the results will provide the opportunity to help raise awareness of the importance of full service implementation for all students with autism.”

	What’s Next for You?
	To report the findings of her research to schools, Roden is in the process of creating a “Results and Recommendations” document for each participating district.  At this time, Roden plans to continue her work as a speech-language pathologist and wishes to pursue a position as a special education consultant.


	Name
	Thomas Stewart

	Area of Study (Strand)
	P-12 Administrative Leadership

	Current Job Position
	Secondary Supervisor of Instruction/Director of Assessment and Personnel – the Logan County Schools in Russellville, KY

	Educational Background
	Drakesboro High School in Muhlenberg County, KY – 1985; Western Kentucky University – 1990 – Bachelor’s degree in English literature; 
Western Kentucky University – 1998 – Master’s degree in middle grades education; Western Kentucky University – 2002 – Rank I certification:  supervisor of instruction/all-grades principal; University of Kentucky – 2008 – Superintendent certification (through the Kentucky Department of Education’s Highly Skilled Educator cooperative program).

	Dissertation Topic
	My dissertation was a single-case qualitative study titled Effects of Implementing a Formative Assessment Initiative.  In it, I examined the effects of a six-month-long series of workshops called “Formative Assessment Academies” (initially developed for the dual purpose of meeting a district instructional/leadership need and serving as a doctoral studies practicum experience) in one Kentucky public middle school.  The dissertation supported foundational formative assessment research suggesting its effectiveness as a powerful teaching and learning tool.  Implications for professional development sustainability and more effective adult learning principles were also explored in the study.

	What’s Next for You?
	I continue to share my dissertation research at conferences (most recently at the Kentucky Reading Association’s annual conference in Lexington, KY, and the Learning Forward national conference in Indianapolis, IN, last summer).  I am also pleased that two area school districts have adopted the Formative Assessment Academy model described in my dissertation, which I co-facilitated.  I frequently facilitate other formative assessment workshops in area schools and districts with Dr. Gary Houchens of WKU’s Department of Ed Administration, Leadership, and Research.  Dr. Houchens and I are also preparing a manuscript for publication based on my dissertation study.  I look forward to continuing my work in public schools, expanding my research agenda, and continuing to teach as an adjunct professor for WKU’s School of Teacher Education.
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