FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Habitat for Humanity, Lowe’s seek female volunteers to build homes with low-income families  

Thousands of women across the country join together for 

National Women Build Week April 30 – May 8 

Bowling Green, Ky. – In the days leading up to Mother’s Day construction crews of female volunteers will raise their hammers at Habitat for Humanity construction sites across the country in recognition of National Women Build Week, April 30 through May 8. Lowe’s and Habitat for Humanity of Bowling Green/ Warren County are looking for local women to volunteer for a day at the Local Habitat construction site during this nine-day event. Construction or home improvement experience is not necessary. 

The great thing about Women Build is that training is provided prior to the event at no charge to the participants. No construction experience is necessary, but attending one or all of the events below will definitely assist in the building experience. We highly encourage anyone interested in Women Build to attend both days of trainings to prepare for our Women Build day held on Saturday, April 30.  

 

The two trainings will be held at Lowe’s in Bowling Green. We will be teaching how to use basic hand tools and construction techniques as we pre-frame the walls for one of the houses. Times and dates are as follows: 

              *April 2 (9 am-noon)

              *April 16 (9 am-noon) 
 
If you are not able to attend both of these, you can still participate in the Women Build day on April 30.


Please indicate your interest and or sign up by e-mailing Jenna Wilson, WKU Habitat’s Women Build Coordinator, at jenna.wilson292@topper.wku.edu. Include your name, e-mail and phone number.

The Mother’s Day timeframe was selected for its significance to many volunteers. Families with children make up a staggering number of those in need of adequate housing. More than 12 million children - one in six - live in poverty housing in the United States alone. 

To date, female volunteers have built more than 1,800 Habitat houses nationwide during National Women Build Week. Locally, Habitat for Humanity Bowling Green/Warren County has worked on two Women Build houses last year. 

National Women Build Week challenges women to devote at least one day in the effort to help eliminate poverty housing. The event, now in its fourth year, has drawn more than 20,000 female volunteers from all 50 states. 

Lowe’s is contributing more than $1.3 million to National Women Build Week and providing $5,000 Lowe’s gift cards and building materials to more than 250 Habitat affiliates. National Women Build Week is one of the major initiatives supported through Lowe’s five-year, $20 million pledge to Habitat. 

As the underwriter of the Women Build program since 2004, Lowe’s conducts how-to clinics at stores to teach women construction skills and empower them to support Habitat projects across the country.  

To volunteer or donate to this project, please call (270) 843-6027 or email Ashley Bridges at abridges@hfhbgwc.org or visit http://www.hfhbgwc.org/ 
About Bowling Green/ Warren County Habitat for Humanity
Bowling Green/Warren County HFH is a locally run affiliate of Habitat for Humanity International, a nonprofit, ecumenical Christian housing organization. Habitat for Humanity works in partnership with people in need, to build and renovate decent, affordable housing. The houses are then sold to those in need at no profit and with no interest charged.

Volunteers provide most of the labor, and individual, civic, religious, and corporate donors provide money and materials to build Habitat houses. Partner families themselves invest hundreds of hours of labor - "sweat equity" - into building their homes and the homes of others. Their mortgage payments go into a revolving Fund for Humanity that is used to build more houses.

The local HFH affiliate, chartered in 1989, has received the support of the community through the gifts of funds, materials and volunteer labor from churches, civic groups, businesses and individuals. We hope that a tour of this web site will inspire you to become involved with HFH or to continue to be involved if you have been in the past. Habitat for Humanity's work is accomplished at the community level by affiliates  independent, locally run, nonprofit organizations. Each affiliate coordinates all aspects of Habitat home building in its local area: fund raising, building site selection, partner family selection and support, house construction, and mortgage servicing.

The WKU Campus Chapter of Habitat for Humanity along with Warren County Habitat for Humanity will be leading the Women Build day at a house being constructed in Warren County this spring. Women Build is a day where women from all walks of life can come together and address the housing crisis that millions of families face throughout the world. Women Build projects are regularly held by Habitat affiliates across the United States, and by Habitat organizations around the world. 
WKU’s campus chapter is known for being on the cutting edge in fundraising and activities. Last year WKU was the first campus chapter in the nation to lead a Women Build event. It took a lot of dedication and support from women in the community just like you, and we hope to do the same this year.  

Contact: Rodney Goodman, Bowling Green Warren County Habitat for Humanity, (270) 843-6027, rgoodman@hfhbgwc.org
About Lowe’s

Lowe’s supports the communities it serves through programs that focus on K-12 public education and community improvement projects. The company’s signature education grant program, Lowe’s Toolbox for Education, has brought more than $5 million in grants to K-12 public schools every year since its inception in 2005. Lowe’s Heroes employee volunteers support local community projects and our national nonprofit partners such as Habitat for Humanity International and the American Red Cross. In 2010, Lowe’s and the Lowe’s Charitable and Educational Foundation together contributed more than $30 million to support communities in the United States, Canada and Mexico. To learn more, visit Lowes.com/socialresponsibility. Contact: Laresa Thompson, Lowe’s Companies, Inc., (704) 758-4352, Laresa.F.Thompson@lowes.com

About Habitat for Humanity International

Habitat for Humanity International is an ecumenical Christian ministry that welcomes to its work all people dedicated to the cause of eliminating poverty housing. Since its founding in 1976, Habitat has built, rehabilitated, repaired or improved more than 400,000 houses worldwide, providing simple, decent and affordable shelter for more than 2 million people. For information, or to donate or volunteer, visit Habitat.org. Contact: Tami Griffin, Habitat for Humanity International, (303) 332-8446, Tagriffin@habitat.org

